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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
COMPARATIVE POWER IN THE NEW SPHERE OF WAR. 

British war steamers. - According to the navy list 
for the Ist of April, the following is the number of 
steam vessels in her majesty’s service at that pe- 
riod: —Steamers afloat on the high seas 78, of which 
25 are mail packets at various stations; steamers 
afloat on the lakes of Canada, 4; steamers building, 
22; general total, 104, of which several were above 
360 horse power, and a greater number above 200. 

French war steamers. According to the budget 
of the marine for 1842, the number of French war 
steamers is fixed at about 34 afloat, of which only 
5 are of 220 horse power, and none above. 

Le Rocheforti states that, unusual activity has 
of late been displayed at the naval arsenal of Roche- 
jort in fitting out ships of war. Besides the ships 
of the line L’Iuflexible and the frigate La Gloire, 
the steam frigate Gomer, which was only commenc- 
ed in January last, is nearly completed. Le Roche- 
fortin adds that this immense frigate is 27 feet lon- 
ger than the Hercules of 100 guns, and the distance 
between her mizen peak and the point of her jib- 
booin is 320 feet, which is equal to the height of 
the pillar in the Place Vendome placed upon the ba- 
lustrade of the tower of Notre Dame. It will requre 
54 tous of coal per day to animate this colossus — 
Alter the Gomer is finished, four large steamboats 
of 450 borse power will be commenced, and after- 
wards the Cescartes, Monge and Infernal, in all, 
nine steam frigates. Two brigs, the Papillon and 
Messenger, and the cutter Le Rhin, will be launch- 
ed at the same time as the Gomer. 

Russian steamers. Late advices from St. Peters- 
burg say there are now afloat on the Neva, 34steam 
vessels, of whish 15 belong to the crown, and the 
rest to companies or individuals. 

Launch of the Trafalgar. The anniversary of the 
battle of Lrafalgar, was commemorated by the 
launch of one of the finest war ships ever built in 
the dock-yards of England, at Woolwich, in the 
presence of the queen. A ship launch is always 
a favorite spectacle with English sight-seers; aud 
the new vessel being one of the largest in the first 
Class of line-of-battle ships, rated as 120 guns, but 
actually mounting more, the occasion was one of 
rarliy and importance. ‘The concourse was nume- 
rous beyond all precedent. 1 

Looking downward to the keel, and upward to 
the bulwarks, the height of the vessel was tremen- 
dous. The ship, as we have said, is registered to 
Carry 120 guns; its length from figure head to stern 
is 246 feet 2 inches; extreme breadth 55 feet 7 in- 


_ ches; depth of the hold 32 feet 2 inches; its burden 
_ Upward of 2,721 tons [old measureinent]; its height 


_ 64 feet 11 inches. 


On the poop were crowded the 


- Survivers of the battle of Trafalgar, comimanded by 
. lieutenant Rivers; and the row of their weather- 


ealen, wrinkled vissages, topped with three-cor- 


' hered bats that became them as well as oak-wreaths 


Would have done, looked Jike a quaint ornamental 
Studding to the sides. 

Opening throughout of the Great Western railway. 
this magnificent railway is opened throughout the 
line between London and Bristol, 120 miles. From 


: Bristol tu Bridgewater has been so lor some weeks. 
| Lhe Great Western railway would have been open- 


OF pat EL ha wba NOY Sakon, St 


wis 


ed long since, but for the tunnel through Box-nill, 
[six miles from Bath], which is nearly three miles 
in length, principally cut through stone. The dif- 
‘cuily and danger of forming this mouster tunnel 
Were looked upon as so great, that for some time no 
om could be found to undertake the work, and it 
Vas at one period intended to carry the railway 
Vou X—Siza. 22. 


{INDEX OF CONTENTS OF NO. 22, Vot. —" j around insted of through the hill. After very 


at 
difficulties and impediments, the tunnel has ee 
completed, and will remain a wonderful monument 
of the powers of human intellect and industry. Be- 
tween Bristol and Bath alone, a distance of about 
twelve miles, there are six tunnels some of them of 
great length. The summit of the level of the whole 
line is at Swindon, 76 miles from London, and. 275 
feet above the terminus at Bristol. In February, 
1836, the works were commenced, the original esti- 
inate of which was two millions and a half sterling; 
but the actual outlay has been more than double 
that amount—upwards of twenty miilions of dollars. 
The distance from London to Bridgewater is to be 
achieved in five and a half hours, and persons will 
be able to travel froin London to Bristol in about 
four hours—120. miles. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Burgess S. Gaither, superintendent of the branch 
mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 

United States attornies. 
Cornelius Darragh, western district of Penn. 
Return J. Meigs, middle district of ‘Tennessee. 
Charles Chapman, district of Conaecticut. 
John Holmes, district of Maine. 
Charles Davis, district of Vermont. 
Balie Peyton, eastern district of Louisiana. 
Joshua A. Spencer, northern district of N. York. 
Justin Butterfield, district of Ilinois. 
Franklin Dexter, district of Massachusetts. 
Thomas W. Sutherland, district of Wisconsin. 

Untted States marshals. 
Israel W. Kelley, district of New Hampshire. 
Sylvester Hartshorne, district of Rhode Island. 
Thomas B. Johnson, district of Iowa. 
John D. Kinsman, district of Maine. 
William H. Russell, district of Missouri. 
Silas M. Stillwell, southern district of N. York. 
Anderson Miller, southern district of Mississippi. 
Thomas W. Newton, district of Arkansas. 
John B. Eldredge, district of Connecticut. 
John G. Camp, middle district of Florida. 

OFFICERS OF THE cusToms—Collectors. 
William H. Allen, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
Thomas H. Bond, Oswego, New York. 
Surveyors. 

Peleg Aborn, Pawtuxet, Rhode Island. 
Samuel Atkinson, Wheeling, Virginia. 
Dennis M. Williams, Nottingham, Maryland. 








DirtomatTic. The Russian minister Mr. Bopts- 
co, is about to quit this country with his young 
American wile, having received an appointment to 
the court of Vienna. 

The Austrian minister, Mr. MArescHAL, also 
leaves us, for the court of the young queen of Por- 
tugal. 

BouNDARY LINE BETWEEN TEXAS AND THE 
U. Srares. ‘Through the politeness of a gen- 
tleman, one of the engineering corps, we learn that 
the commissioners who have, for some time, been 
engaged in running the boundary line between the 
U. States and the Texan republic, completed their 
appointment atthe north end on Thursday, the 24th 
ultimo. The line strikes Red river one inile and a 
half above the White Oak shoals, near Mr. David 
Lloyd’s, on range 28, about fifty yards below range 
29. The timber has been cut about ten feet on 
each side of the line, making an opening of twen- 
ty feet the whole length of the line; mounds have 
also been raised at every wile, five feet high.” 

[Arkansas State Gaz. 





THE Mexican commission. The Madisonian 
says that the board of commissioners appointed un- 
der the convention of the 11th of April, 1829, be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, to adjust 
certain claims of citizens of the former against the 
latter, have been in session in Washington about 
one year. ‘The board consists of four coinwission- 
ers, two on each side, their secretaries and an uim- 
pire. <A report from the American commissioners, 
of the progress and condition of the commission, 
under date of the 26th of May last, addvessed to the 
president, has been called out and published by cr- 
der of the senate. From this it appears that great 





differences of opinion have arisen between the two 


sides as to the powers and duties of the board. The 
Mexican commissioners, it seems, took their oaths 
before each otherand then swore their secretary, 
and a discussion on the validity of this oath occu- 
pied the board a week. Then a discussion arose 
upon the rules of proceeding, which occupied the 
board seven weeks—the Mexican commissioners 
pretending that the two governments were the par- 
ties Jitigant, that no claimant should be allowed to 
come before them, and that no document would be 
received by them unless it came through the depart- 
ment of state. The American commissioners were 
compelled to yield, after long but vain opposition, 
to these unjust rules of proceeding. Owing to the 
great delay occasioned by the difficulties: raised by 
the Mexican commissioners, it was not until the 
28th day of December, 1840, that the first case 
caine before the board for a hearing on its merits. 
The denial of access to the claimants, and the cir- 
cuitous inethod of obtaining proofs, and the .whole 
course of the Mexicans have embarrassed all the 
proceedings, andi tended very much to bring the 
convention to nought. One of the claimants, Mr. 
Santangelo, has published a pamphlet, in which the 
proceedings of the convention are strongly objected 
to, and the conduct of the Mexican commissioners 
particularly censured. 

The following cases have been brought to a hear- 
ing and awards made by the board in favour of the 
claimants, since January last: 








Peter Harmony, $11,180 
J.J. Astor & Son, New York, 37,661 
Boardinan & Pope, Boston, 37,661 
Hetty Green, Key West, 16,941 
Samuel Chew, Philadelphia, 18,291 
Smith Thompson, New Haven, 2,093 
Theodore Dacoing, 2,450 
Francis R. Arnold, and others, 54,082 
Ratcliffe Hicks, Rhode Island, 15,452 
Richard J. Arnold, do. 7,726 
J. Nicholson, amr. of A. L. Duncan, 188,324 
Louisa Livingston, ex’x. of E. Livingstdén, 45,279 
Jno. K. West, 43,652 
W.H. Sims and wife, 22,639 

Total, $503,381 


Eleven other cases have been discussed and sent 
to the umpire with the arguinents pro and con, as 
far back as May. Only one claitwn has been re- 
jected, but a number have been laid aside or sus- 
pended, some because they are not among the class 
that lawfully come before the board, and others 
because additional documents and explanations are 
wanting. ‘*A large number of cases,” it is judg- 
ed,are yet to be submitted for examination, so 
that there seems to be no immediate prospect of 
the sitting of the board being brouglit to conclusion. 

The American commissioners are, William L. 
Marcy and John Rowan; the Mexican, Senores 
Joaquin Velasquez de Leon and Pedro Fernandez 
del Castillo. 





THE FORTIFICATION BILL passed on Tuesday 
in the house of representatives, by the decisive 
vote of 148 to 66. We copy from the National In- 
telligencer, the bill. 

A bill making appropriations for fortifications, 
for ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
talives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any inoney in the treasury not otherwise appropriat- 
ed, namely: 

For repairs of Westhead battery, Governor’s Is- 
land, Boston harbor, five thousard dollars. 

For repairs of Southeast battery, Governor’s Is- 
land, Boston harbor, five thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Independence and sea-wall of 
Castle Island, Boston harbor, sixty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For Fort Warren, Boston harbor, one hundred 
and five thousand dollars, 

For repairs of Old Fort at New Bedford harbor, 
five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Adams, Newport harbor, forty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For fortifications in New London harbor—re- 
building of Fort Trumbull, Connecticut, thirty five 





thousand dollars. 
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For repairs of old Fort Griswold, New London 
harbor, Connecticut, ten thousand dollars, 

For completing, repairs’ of Fort Niagara, New 
York, and erecting and repairing necessary build- 
ings therein, twenty thousand dollars. 

For completing repairs of Fort Ontario, Oswego, 
New York, and erecting necessary buildings there- 
in, fifteen thousand dollars. 

“For Fort Schuyler, New York harbor, seventy 
thousand dollars. — 

For-repairs*of Fort Wood and sea-wall, Bed- 
jos island, New York harbor, fifty thousand dol. 
ara. ae 

For permanent walls for Fort Columbus, Castle 
William and South Battery, Governor’s island, New 
York harbor, twelve thousand dollars. 

For repairs of sea-wall of Castle William and 

other parts of Governor’s island, seven thousand 
dollars, . : 
_ For Fort Delaware, Delaware river, provided the 
title to the, Pea Patch island shal! be decided to be 
in the United States, including twenty-two thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy dollars carried to 
the surplus fund, January 1, 1841, fifty thousand 
dollars. i 

For. repairing forts at Annapolis harbor, Mary- 
land, five thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Washington, Potomac river, 
thirty-five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Virginia, 
one hundred and filteen thousand dollars. 

for repairs of forts Caswell. and Johnson, .and 
preservation of the site of the former, at the mouth 
of Cape Fear river, North Carolina, five thousand 
dollars. 

For Fort Sumter, Charleston harbor, South Caro- 
lina, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For commencing dike to Drunken Dick shoal, 
for preservation of Sullivan’s island, and site of Fort 
Moultrie, Charleston harbor, South Carolina, thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For Fort Pulaski, Savannah river, Georgia, thir- 
ty-five thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Flo- 
rida, twenty thousand dollars. 

For continuing sea-wall at St. Augustine, Flori- 
da, five thousand dollars. 

For Fort’ Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florida, 
forty-five thousand dollars. ; 

“or Fort Morgan, Mobile poimt, Alabama, forty 
thousand dollars, 

For Fort Livingston, Barrataria bay, Louisiana, 
thirty thousand dollars. 

Yor repairs of other forts on the approaches to 
New Orleans, Louisiana, fifty thousand dollars, 

For contingencies of fortifications, fifteen thou- 
sand dollars. 

For incidental expenses, attending repairs of for- 
tifications, fifty-five thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing suins be, and are hereby, appropriated in 
like manner: : 

For current expenses of ordnance service, twen- 
ty-five thousand dollars. 

For purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For armament of fortifications, one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. j 

For purchase of saltpetre and brimstone, tweuty 
thousand dollars. 

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
following sums be in like manner appropriated: 

For preventing and suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties, viz: ; 

For balance required, in addition to the sum ap- 
plicable out of the amount appropriated at the last 
session of congress, for arrearages of pay due Flo- 
rida militia called into service by the governor of 
the territory in eighteen hundred and forty, nine- 
teen thousand three hundred and eighty-eight dol- 
lars and two cents. ne 

For arrearages of pay due Florida militia, com. 
manded by brigadier general Reed, for six montbs 
in the service of the United States, coimmencing 
November, eighteen hundred and forty, and termi- 
nating April, eighteen hundred and forty-one, two 
hundred and ninety-seven thousand two hundred 
and thirteen dollars and ninety-two cents. 

For arrearages of pay due to a battalion of Georgia 
militia, for services on the frontiers of Georgia and 
Florida, in eighteen hundred and forty and eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, seventy-eigit thousand four 
hundred and ninety-five dollars and ninety-two 
cents. 

For the quartermaster’s department, the sum of 
four hundced and forty thousand and forty dollars, 
that being the amount required in addition to the 
amount apprupriated at the last session of congress; 
which last sums of money for preventing and sup- 





pressing Indian hostilities are to be expended un- 
det the direction of the secretary of war, conforma- 
bly to the acts of congress of the 19th of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and the acts 
therein referred to. 

THE ARMY. 

St. Augustine, July 16. Yesterday the flag at St. 
Francis’ barracks was suspended at half mast, and 
half-hour guns were fired from Fort Marion, in tri- 
bute to the late commander-ifi-chief, gen. Macomb.’ 

Major Churchill, major Mapes, and capt. Heint- 
zelman, United States. army arrived .in town on: 
Sunday last. These, officers together with captain 
Crossman, who had previously arrived, constitute 
a board for the examination of claims, and imme- 
diately entered upon their official duties. Major 
Churchill president, and Mr. Tolle, recorder of the 
board. 

GENERAL ORDERS, No. 34, | 
Head quanters of ihe army, adj. gen. office, 
| Washington, June 22, 1841. 

I. The attention of the president of the United 
States has been called to the case of captainG. C. 
Hutter, of the 6th regiment of infantry, recently. 
tried by a general court martial, and, under sentence 
thereof, reprimanded in orders, and required to join 
bis company in Florida. Instead: of complying 
with said order, the captain, after communicating 
to the department of war his dissatisfaction at the 
proceedings of the general-in-chief in his case, ex- 
pressed his intention to go, and has actually pro- 
ceeded from Lynchburg, Virginia, to St. Louis, 
Missouri, for the transaction of some private busi- 
ness, without asking authority therefor, and has for 
two months been absent from his regiment without 
leave and without reporting himself to the proper 
authority. 

Altera careful consideration of the whole sub- 
ject, the president, seeing no palliation for this 
open dereliction of duty, contempt of authority, 
and disobedience of a positive order en the part of, 
captain Hutter, deems it due to the public interest, 
and necessary to the maintenance of discipline, that 
he should be dropped from tbe rolls of the army. 
Accordingly captain Hutter will cease to be an offi- 
cer from the date of this order. 

Il. First lieut. R. C. Asheton, adjutant of the 
2d regiment of dragoons, having obtained a short 
leave of absence on false pretences, being now ab- 
sent without authority, and under circumstances 
which show conclusively his intention was to desert 
from his regiment, and having, moreover, embez- 
zled public and private funds in his trust for dis- 
bursement and safe keeping, is, by direction of the 
president of the United States, dismissed from the 
service with disgrace. 

By order of Alexander Macomb, major general com- 
manding-tn-chief. L. THOMAS, 
Assistant adjutant general. 
THE NAVY. 

A slip from the office of the Norfolk Beacon, da- 
ted July 24, 7 P. M. has the following: 

“The U.S. sloop of war Fairfield, commander 
Tatnall, came up from Hampton Roads to-day and 
anchored off Lambert’s Point, (wind and tide being 
ahead) where she fired a salute, which was answer- 
ed from the Pennsylvania, bearing the broad pen- 
nant of com. Morris. We learn that she is coming 
up for the purpose of having some alteration made 
in her cabin for the accommodation of capt. Mor- 
gan, who will proceed to the Mediterranean in her. 

The U.S. sloop of war Cyane, at present lying 
at the navy yard at Gosport, was put in commission 
to-day. Commander James Armstrong has been 
appointed to her command. We understand her 
officers and crew joined her to-day. Her destina- 
tion is ny ae to be the Brazil station. 

The U.S. ship of the line Delaware, bearing the 
broad pennant of com. Morris, remains in Hampton 
Roads. Com. Morris has not yet reached here.” 

The U.S. frigate Macedonian and the U.S. sloop 
of war Warren, of the West India squadron, were 
spoken off Charleston on the 18th instant. They 
were bound north, 

The Vernon at Boston from Buenos Ayres, re- 
ports the U. S. schooner Enterprise, sailed thence 
May 25, for Montevideo and Rio Janeiro. 

Ship Kremlin, formerly of Boston, purchased by 
the Buenos Ayres government, for a ship of war, 
was named the “Twenty-fifth of May,” and was to 
mount 28 guns, 18 and 24 pounders. ' 

U.S. ship Preble, commander Voorhees, was at 
Marseilles, June 25, for Mahon next day, and 
thence to Gibraltar. 

From the Pacific. Advices from Lima have been 
received by the New York Journal of Commerce by 
way of Chagres. 

The U. 8. frigate Constitution, captain Daniel 





Turner, was at Lima on the 20th May and would: 


; ns 
sail for the United States in the beginning of J, 
The sloop of war Yorktown, eapt. yet i aly. 
ly ready for sea, bound-for the Sandwich, Society 
and Friendly Islands and New Zealand; the J ¢ 
sloop of war *‘Dale” capt. Gaunt was at Lima ‘but 
expected shortly to take a cruise to leeward er 
haps as far as Guayaquil. The U. 8S. schoone, 
Shark, lieut. comdt. Bigelow, is ona cruise to Pa 4 
ta, Guayaquil, &e. a 
_ We learn that the U.S. ship Delaware 74, bear. 
ing the broad pennant of commodore Morris, is ey. 
pected to arrive in Annapolis Roads forthwith, 


THE CONTEST FOR TRADE. 

In proof of the position which we assumed in the 
Register, of the 17th instant, of the approach of a 
trying contest with the most powerful government 
upon earth for our fair share of the trade of the 
world, we refer our readers to three several articles 





-| contained in the presentnumber. ‘The first of these 


isthe report of the ‘committee of the house of rp. 
presentatives upon ‘naval affairs. The committe. 
have attended almost exclusively to the belligerent 
aspect of the facts they exbibit. In that aspect 
they are sufficiently imposing to awaken the peo. 
ple of this country toa sense of what is required 
for the safety of their lives and property. But that 
is an uncertain, and we sincerely hope, a remote cop. 
tingency, though it is one for which the country 
ought to be prepared, as being the very best ani 
cheapest method of averting it. 

But the facts contained in the report alluded to, 
viewed in another aspect, exhibit an immedi. 
ate—we had like to have said inevitable danger to 
the trade and commerce of this country, which re- 
quires instant and the most efficient measures 
to counteract. It is 4 giant grasp that the British 
government are in the act of mnaking for a monopo- 
ly of the intercourse between the various sections 
of the globe. We have not space to devete to re- 
marks of our own upon the subject at present, and 
therefore simply direct the attention of our readers 
to the document referred to, and to the following 
extract which we take from the New Orleans Bez, 
which reached us by the last mail, as illustrating 
the facts to which special attention should be di- 
rected. 

“The Royal Mail Steam Packet company. The 
following account of the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
company and their steamers, which in the course of 
a few months are to touch at this city twice every 
month outwards, and as often inwards, has been com- 
municated to us from an authentic source, and ean: 
not fail to prove interesting to our readers. 

The capital of the company is £1,500,000 in 
15,000 shares of £100 each. The direction of the 
company is placed in the hands of the most eni- 
nent merchants in London. The company is incor- 
porated under a royal character from the crown, ani 
for the express purpose of performing the public 
service of carrying the mails between England and 
a large portion of the western world. By their char- 
ter the company cannot own any vessel but such 
as are engaged under coniract with the government, 
nor can they go to any port or place save those to 
which under such contracts they may be directed 
to proceed. The present contract extends to a pe- 
riod of ten years from the time of starting, and the 
remuneration is £240,000 per annum during peace, 
to be increased 25 per cent. should war arise. The 
mails on board of every steamer will be under the 
immediate charge of an officer of the royal navy 
appointed by the admiralty and acting under their 
express authority. To distinguish them from men 
of war, and at the same time to keepthem under the 
denomination of national vessels, they will carry 4 
particular British post office flag. 


The steamers appropriated for this gigantic ser- | 


vice are 14 in number, about 459 horse power and 
1,500 tons burthen each. Of these, twelve will be 
constantly in active service with a spare steamer ii 
England and one in this quarter of the world. 
They are all constructed of eqnal power and size in 
order that such may be able to take in its turn the 
long voyage to England, by which means each will 
return to that country twice every year, and thus 
whatever repairs may, become necessary may be 
readily and easily made. They are intended chiefly 
to carry passengers. Each cabin passenger will 
have a separate berth, six feet and a half in length, 
by seven and eight feet in height and neatly fitted 
up.and furnished. There will be aseparate stale 
room and cabin for ladies, and the berths are so con- 
structed that two can be thrown intoone for the cor 
venience of families. 
about one hundred such berths; the whole properly 
aired and ventilated. Each vessel will carry ove 
large gun on the stern, and perbaps two upon deck. 
The vessels and machinery are built and constructed 
by the most skillful and experienced architects and 
engineers of Great Britain. They area little large 


| 4 











Each vessel will contain! | 
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than the vessels in Cunard’s line, and may conse- 
nently be expected to perform their voyages with 

equal not greater celerity, especially when it is 

considered that by farthe greater portion of their 

work will be done in a inilder and more settled cli- 

mate than the north. 

The combination under which these steamers are 
to work, embraces a regular conveyance backwards 
and forwards twice every month, with every port 
and plaee, insular and continental, from Surinam on 
the east, to the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico on the 
west, and from Halifax by New York on the north, 
to Chagres on the south—the whole work on given 

oiuts; so that there is no delay whatever in the 
transmission of the mails either outwares or in- 
wards, for as one steamer arrives at any given point, 
one or inore are ready to start on other lines of the 
combination. ; 

In the transmission of the mails no nore time is 
occupied at any place, than is sufficient to exchange 
mails and passengers. The course outwards from 
Europe to this port, is by Madeira, (probably. also 
Corunna), Barbadoes, St. Thomas, Porto Rico and 
Havana. ‘The time calculated to accomplish it in- 
cluding stoppages, is 254 days. The course to Enp- 
land is by Havana, Nassau and Fayal. The time 
from New Orleans to London will be 22 days; but 
should the steamers perform their work at the ave- 
rage rates of Cunard’s line, the time between New 
Orleans and London, both outwards and inwards, 
will be nearly two days less either way. At Nassau 
the great line is connected with North America, and 
it also connects all North America with the whole 
of the West Indies, including the coast of Sonth 
America and the Gulf of Mexico. A sailing vessel 
connects Madeira with Fayal. From New Orleans 
to New York, by Havana and Nassau, will occupy 
from 8 to 9 days each way. From New Orleans to 
St. Thomas will require 8 days; from St. Thomas to 
New Orleans, 7 days; from New Orleans to Barba- 
does, 10 days, and from Barbadoes to New Orleans, 
9 to 94 days; from New Orleans to Laguayra, the 
same period, and so on, in equal proportions, 
throughout the wide extended combination. 

The course of the steatners throughout the diffe- 
rent lines is so timed that answers to letters can be 
received with perfect regularily, and with the ut- 
inost possible despatch. On the arrival of the Eu- 
ropean steamer al Havana, all the mails which had 
come up from North America are there received. 
‘T'wo steamers immediately start fromm the Havana; 
one proceeds to New Orleans with the outward. mail. 
Thence she goes to Tampico and Vera Cruz and 
taking in the return inails, proceeds back to Havana, 
The other leaves Havana tor’Vera Cruz and Tam- 
pico with the outward mails, and from the latter 
place to New Orleans where she takes up all the re- 
turn. inails, and carries them to Havana where she 
arrives at the same time with the other steamer, and 
where a steamer is ready fo start to bear the whole 
to tle connecting point of Nassau, when the mails 
proceed northward to North America, eastward to 
Europe, and southward to the West Indies. It will 
be readily perceived that by this arrangement abun- 
dance of time is afforded in every place for replies 
to letters. 

We have conversed with the commissioner who 
has been appointed by the company and the govern- 
ment to make the necessary preparations. for com- 
mencing this extended service. He informs us that 
every government and the authorities ot every colo- 
ny, British and foreign, from Surinam to the Mis- 
Sissippi, have most readily and cheerfully acquiesced 
inthe views and wishes of the British government 
and company, by agreeing to consider the steamers 
as national vessels, to be consequently exempt from 
all port charges and custom house dues and regula- 
tions: and in permitting them to arrive and deposite, 
land and receive mails, passengers and specie at 
their pleasure, 

The agent has politely furnished us’ with the 
names of the gentlemen comprising the direction of 
the company. They are the following: John Iir- 
ving M. P, chairman, Andrew Colville, vice chair- 
man, James Cavan, Thomas Baring, Henry David- 
son, P. Maxwell Stewart, John Irving, jun. Robt. 
Catesworth, William Marshall, George Brown, 
Russel Ellice and George Hilbert.” 

Such are the outlines of the British project for 
Monopolizing intercoarse along our own Atlantic 
Vicinity, in addition to that already established’ by 
Cunard’s line. 

One other extract, bearing upon the subject be- 
ore us, inust suffice for the present. Itis from a 
letter which we find in the National Intelligencer, 
and has relation to similar intercourse upon the 
Western coast of this continent and throughout the 
Breat Pacitie ocean. 

Tulcahuano, March 20, 1841. 

My DEAR sir: As you did me the honor to ask 
me to write to you, I avail myself of the present mo- 


laccount of my success sinee my arrival in the Pa- 





ment to do so; and as you have always manifested 
so much interest in my plans, I will relate you some 


cific. 

The first steamers, the “Pern” and “Chili,” of 
798 tons and nearly 200 horse power, reached this 
port after a voyage of 55 days at sea from London, 
passing through the straits of Magellan, only occu- 
pying thirty Hours from sea to sea, affording thus 
another proof of the victorious power of steam. Al- 
thongh encountering at times severe weather, not 
the slighest accident occurred to either ship or ma- 
chinery. The combination of steaming and sailing 
was beautifully demonstrated, and the speed of the 
ships under canvass alone, with merely a section of 
the paddle floats taken off, was fully equal to the 
fastest ships. 

Our steam operations commenced here under the 
most brilliant auspices. Nothing could exceed the 
interest manifested by the inhabitants. I first com- 
menced on a line of cost of fourteen hundred and 
fifty miles, embracing no less than eleven ports of 
importance, including Lima and Valparaiso. Such 
are the facilities afforded by the mildness of the sea, 
the boldness of the coast, the ease in which the ports 
are entered, that we accomplished the voyage in its 
full extent within two or three hours, and to the mi- 
nor and nearer ports ina less period. Perhaps no 
part of the world whose shores are bounded by any 
sea. offers such decided advantages for “steam” as 
this, and certainly no part of the world requires it 
more: voyages which were usually of twenty to | 
thirty days are accomplished by the steamers in 
forty hours, and voyages of fifteen days are reduced 
to twenty-four hours. 

As proper measures were not taken to secure a 
supply of coal from England, I have been obliged to 
stop until such supplies were forthcoming. En- 
couraged with the hope of meeting coal in the south 
of Chili, adapted to steem purposes, I explored the 
country as fai’ as Chiloe, where I found coal, but 
that which offered most advantage was in the bay 
of Talcahuano; no mines bad hitherto been worked, 
but several cargoes had been taken superficially; 
here I commenced my labors. Without practical 
knowledge or the aid of science, I have opened no 
less than seve mines—have found the material ne- 
cessary for our purposes, and am now engaged 
taking out about fourteen tons per day at an ex- 
pense of two dollars per ton placed on board the 
steamer; its quality isin the proportion of sixteen 
tons to thirteen tons of English coal. Lam now in 
hopes of finding another and lower stratum, and 
with this view [ am sinking two shafts which give 
strong indications of better coal. If I succeed, I 
feel confident that I shall find coal fully equal to 
New Castle, if. we draw a comparison between the 
first and second stratum, and that the quantity will 
be sufficient to supply all the steamers which may 
be required on this coast for any period. This dis- 
covery of steam coal will, perhaps, be considered 
one of the most important events in the history of 
this country. Itis rather a singular coincidence 
that the coal discovered both on the eastern and 
western sides of the isthmus of Panama is of pre- 
cisely the same character as the coal of ‘Taleahuano. 
Ihave sent to the isthmus for some tons of this coal, 
and hope yet to derive our supplies from that source, 
so far as may be required for that portion of our 
steaming. 

The lne of steam communication T propose to ex- 
tend immediately as far as Guayaquil, and for the 
present the intercourse from thence will be by means 
of sailing packets once in twenty days. 

The western line of packets will, 1 hope, be soon 
commenced to Australasia. I feel the greatest anxie- 
ty to see this intercourse established. For America 
I consider it as one of the most important points; il 
will make her the stepping stone between Europe 
and the eastern Archipelago. The Australian co- 
lonies of England will assume a position novel and 
of infinite value to their progress in civilization; the 
Anglo-Saxon race wil} occupy nearly all the vast 
inhabitable space embraced in‘their widely extend- 
ed branches, and the tide of intercourse will thus 
reach the shores of Japan and China, and be placed 
in the same position as it regards our western shores 
of the Pacific as Europe occupies as it regards our 
Atlantic states. 

I consider the establishment of steam navigation 
in the Pacific as the pioneer of these great events; 
the barrier that divides the two seas or oceans will 
soon disappear. J have occular evidence that the 
junction can be effected with infinitely less difficul- 
ty than is imagined. I passed over the isthmus on 
my return to this country without overcoming a 
height of forty feet, and a distance of twenty-vight 
iniles. This is but a barrier of straw when compar- 
ed to the vast results which will be produced. I 
sincerely hope that one of the first acts of the go- 


to any other nation in the world, all important inat- 
ter. Our statesmen cannot but look forward to the 
period when our western frontier will reach the 
Pacific, and when the populatiop of the U. States 
reaches that coast, of what infinite value will a 
water communication through the isthmus of Pana- 
ina be to us. It may perhaps be thought too specu- 
lative to indulge in such views; but when I reflect 
that twenty years only, the time which I resided on 
this coast, has witnessed one of the most important 
politieal and commercial revolutions which has ever 
taken place, I cannot. but view the period of these 
great changes to which I have referred, as wuch 
nearer than we imagine. 


DUTIES ON AMERICAN TOBACCO BY THE GERMAN 
STATES, 

It appears from the correspondence called for by 
the senate, between the American minister at Ber- 
lin, and the authorities of the Prussian government, 
that no modification of the existing duties levied on 


‘American tobacco in the German states of the cus- 


tom union is likely immediately to. take place.— 
The present duty on our tabacco Is enormously bigh, 
being $3 23 on the 100lbs. The policy of reduc- 
ing this duty was strongly urged by our minister 
andagent. **What we demanded,” says Mr, Whea. 
ton, ‘*was, such a general reduction of the duty on 
the importation of all foreign unmanufactured to- 
bacco into the states of the Germanic confederation 
of commerce and customs, 3s would have the inci- 
dental effect of counteracting the unfavorable ope- 
ration of the present duty on tobacco in leaves and 
stems produced in the United States, in comparison 
with its operation upon the more valuable qualities 
of leaf tobacco, imported from the Spanish colonies 
and the South American states. It was upon the 
same grounds. that we had proposed a discrimina- 
tion between leaves and stems.” Mr. Kuhlmeyer, 
director general of the Prussian customs, admitted 
that he should have no hesitation, if called tpon to 
give it as his opinion, considering the question in a 
financial point of view, that.a considerable reduc- 
tion of the present duty on foreign raw tobaccoes 
might be made, without any injury to the revenues 
of the association. 

Mr Wheaton adds: 

“Mr. Kublmeyer concluded the conversation by 
remarking, that no change would be made in the 
existing tariff of the association during the present 
year, (unless under some special diplomatic arrange- 
ment witb foreign powers), the tariff being already 
settled for the years 1840, 1841 and 1842; and the 
general triennial revision being to take place at the 
next congress, which is to meet at Stuttard, the ca- 
pital of the kingdom of Wurtemburg, in June, 1842. 
He had, however, ascertained, during the present 
session of congress at Berlin, that the commissioners 
from the southern states of Germany, supposed to 
be most interested In the cultivation of the native 
plant, had no insuperable objections to a reduction 
of the duty, if it could be shown that it would be 
attended with an increase of revenue, and especial- 
ly if it could be anticipated that equivalent advan- 
tages would be thereby obtained for their products 
and manufactures, in the transatlantic markets.— 
The foreign tobacco, he said, was principally re- 
quired by these states to mix with the native, and 
they would be willing to take a larger quantity of 
North American, as it would not injure the cultiva- 
tion of the native plant.” 

In a letter by Mr. Dodge to Mr. Wheaton the 
following comparison of duties is made: 

In the Zoll Verein, the duty is $3.23 per 100 Ibs. 

Holland, Va. 145 cts.; Md. 12: “ 


Belgium, Virginia, Maryland, &c. 23h = 
Denmark, f ; . 42: “ 
Hanover, 70° os 
Widenbureg, 70 a 
Brunswick, 70 “ 
Bremen, 


? per ct.ad val 
Hamburg, 1! “ 


tM. adisonian. 





REPORT ON A HOME SQUADRON, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JuLY 7, 1841, 
Mr. Thomas butler King, fromthe committee on 

naval afiairs, to whom the subject had been referred, 
submitted the following report: 

‘The committee on national affairs, to whom was 
referred so much of the president's message and ac- 
companying docuiments. as. relates tu the navy, ask 
leave to report on the expediency of providing for 
the support of a home squadron, as recommended 
in the report of the secretary of the navy. 

The changes which the introduction of steam 
power has already cfivcted and is constantly produc. 








vernwent will be to investigate this, to us more than 


ing ia the naval armaments of the maritime powers 
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of Europe, evidently require the most prompt and 
efficient action on the part of the government of the 
United States, to meet this new and powerful auxili- 
ary in naval warfare, by so changing the construc- 
tion and employment of our navy as most effectually 
to protect our commerce and guard our sea coast 
against the sudden approach of an enemy employing 
this new and formidable description of force; and it 
is the opinion of the cummitteo that no measure is 
more imperiously demanded by. every consideration 
of prudence and safety than that recommended in 
the report of the secretary—the employment of a 
home squadron, conposed in part of armed steamers. 
He very justly remarks, that «Had a war with Great 
Britain been the result, as at one time was general- 
ly feared, of the sul.jects of difficulty. now in course 
of adjustment between that power and the United 
States, not only would our trade have been liable to 
great interruption, and our merchants to great luss- 


es abroad, but a naval force, comparatively small, | 


might, on our very shores, have seized our merchant 
ships and insulted our flag, without suitable means 
of resistance or iinmediate retaliation being at the 
command of the government. ‘To guard against 
such a result—to be ever ready to repel or promptly 
to chastise aggression upen our own shores, it is 
necessary that § powerful squadron should be kept 
afloat at home. ‘This measure is recommended by 
other considerations, ‘There is no situation in which 
greater skill or seamanship can be exereised and. ac- 
quired than on the coast of the United States; and 
in no service would our officers and seamen become 
more thorvugbly initiated in all that is necessary for 
the national defence and glory. In that service, 
aided by the coust survey now in progress, a thorough 
acquaintance would be gained with our own sea- 
coast, extensive and hitherto but imperfectly known; 
the various ports would be visited; the bays, inlets, 
and harbors carefully examined; the uses to which 
each could be made available during war, either for 
escape, defence or annoyance, be ascertained; and 
the confidence resulting from perfect knowledge 
would give us, what we ought surely to possess, a 
decided advantage over an enemy on our own 
shores.” 


In addition to the oxcellent ‘and comprehensive 
view presented by the secretary, the committee beg 
leave to submit a few observations in regard to the 
present state of our seacoast defences, their efficien- 
cy in case of war, and the measures now being 
adopted by Great Britain and France to change 
their naval armaments from the common vessels of 
war to armed steamers. Itis a fact almost too no- 
torious for remark here, that our fortifications are in 
a most inefficient condition. Many of those that 
have been completed are not supplied with cannon, 
others are going rapidly to decay—some are un- 
finished and progressing so slowly that it will re- 
quire many years to complete them; none of them 
are properly garrisoned, and some have nota man 
to kvep- the gates closed. These fortresses have cost 
immense suns of money, and if well supplied with 
guns and garrisons would affurd but partial protection 
to a few points on our seacoast and to our armed 
squadrons in time of war. They could not defend 
us against the armed steamers of an enemy, which 
might pass them in the night, or avoid them by en- 
tering harbors where there are no fortifications.— 
This last remark is peculiarly applicable to the 
southern coast, where there are numerous harbors 
on the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico, and not a 
fort, from Charleston to Mobile, in a condition to 
fire a guu. In the event of a war with France or 
Great Britain, the fortifications at Pensacola, and 
perhaps others, might be seized and held by the 
enemy, or any of our unprotected harbors might be 
entered by fleets of armed steamers loaded with black 
troops from the West Indies to annoy and plander 
the country, ‘he northern portion of the Atlantic 
coast, where such vast sums have been expended to 


secure against the rapid movements of such an ene- 
my. ‘The harbor of New York itself might be enter- 
ed through the inlet at Amboy and Staten Island 
Sound, and the fortifications at the Narrows entirely 
avoided. ‘The city might be sacked or laid under 
contribution before a sufficient force could be cul- 
lected to prevent the approach or eseape of so formi- | 
dable an enemy; and it is seriously to be feared that 
there is not a harbor on the whole coast, however 
well defended against the sailing ships of an enemy, 
that these steamers might not enter, by avoiding the 
forts or passing them in the niglit. 

If this is true, it must be perceived that not only 
our commerce, but our cities with all their wealth, 
would be at the mercy of an enemy employing a 
force so rapid and certain in its movemenis. It, 
therefore, becomes a question of the most urgent 
and vital importance to the people and government 
of the United States how they can soonest and best 
provide the means of meeting this new and. power- 
ful auxiliary in maritime war. The employment of 
a home squadron, as recommended by the secretary 
of the navy, must be justly regarded as not only 
the best means of meeting any sudden emergency 
that may arise, but of leading to such ulterior mea- 
sures as may be found necessary to give to our com- 
merce and seacoast the greatest possible security. 

As connecting itself immediately with this subject 
and calling for the most vigilant course of policy on 
the part of the government of the United States, 
the committee beg leave to call the attention of the 
house to the measures now being adopted by Great 
Britain to keep afloat and actively employed on our 
northern coast and in the West Indies a large num- 
ber of steamers of the largest class; many of them 
with their guns on board, and the others at all times 
ready to receive them, 


Some time since a contract was made with that 
government by Mr. Cunard and his associates to 
carry the royal mail from Liverpool to Halifax for 
the sum of sixty thousand pounds sterling, or $291,- 
000 per annum. In compliance with this contract, 
four steamers have been constructed and placed on 
the line, of twelve hundred tons burthen and 450 
horse power each. ‘These vessels: leave Liverpool 
and Halifax every fortnight, and perform the trip 
across the Atlantic each way with great certainty in 
twelve days. These steamers are commanded by 
officers of the royal navy, and are to be at all times 
subject to the orders of the British government. So 
great have becn not only the facilities afforded to 
commerce and intercourse, but saving to the revenue 
in the cost of carrying the mail, that it is now pro- 
posed to double the number of steamers, that they 
may leave their respective ports cvery week instead 
of every fortnight. The London Journal of Com- 
merce says:—<“under the old packet system, between 
Falmouth and Halifax, by the gun brigs, the expense 
to government was about forty thousand pounds 
sterling annually more than the receipts of postage. 
By the line of Cunard’s steam ships, a balance of 
twenty thousand pounds appears already to the 
credit side of the Atlantic mails.” This line has 
been extended to Boston. 


On the 20th March, 1840, a contract was entered 
into between the commissioners of the admiralty and 
«the royal mail steam packet company,’ for convey- 
ing «ali her mwajesty’s mails’ from such port in the 
British channel as the commissioners shall prescribe, 
to the West India islands, the coast of South Ame- 
rica, Mexico, and the United States, tonching and 
delivering the mails at the ports specified on the 
map annéxed to this report, on which are traced the 
various lines of communication to be established in 
pursuance of the contract. ‘The company is bound 
to “provide, maintain, keep seaworthy, and in com- 
plete repair and readiness,” for the purpose of con- 
veying the mails, «a sufficient number—not less 
than fourteen—of good, substantial, and efficient 
steam vessels, of such construction and strength as 


—————— 
now used on board of her majesty’s steam vescels of 
war” to adopt from time to time, and at all times 
such changes or improvements in consiruction 
machmery, armament, and rigging, as the commis. 
sioners may require; to carry a certain number oj 
government officers anid men, at a stipulated Price, 
and at all times to hold their vessels subject to the 
orders of such officers as may be placed on. board ty 
assume command. This co.npany is to receive tw, 
hundred and forty thousand pounds sterling per ap. 





num, which may, in certain events, be increased t, 
three hundred and ten thousand, or to $1,388,800, 

These steamers are all in vapid progress of cop. 
struction. ‘They are to be about 1,500 tons burdep 
and to receive engines of 500 horse power cach,— 
Thuse that have been Jaunched are estimated to | 
in all respects equal to sixty-gun frigates. «'Ihus,” 
it is said, «the country will be doubly served; and, 
while it pays to the mail company, 240,000 pounds 
per annum for the transport of the, mails, it will de. 
fray, by the same payment, the annual charges of 
the largest and most powerful steam fleet in the 
world, fully armed with the heaviest ordnance, to ac; 
as war-frigates when required by the government fo; 
that purpose.” To which may, at avy time, be ad. 
ded the steamers employed in Cunard’s line, and 
those running from London and Bristol to New 
York. It is also said to be in contemplation to es. 
tablish another line from some port in England ty 
St. John’s, New Brunswick, under a contract simi. 
lar to that nade with the reyal mail steam packet 
company. 

All these lines will soon be in full operation ard 
employ at least twenty-five, and perhaps thirty steam. 
ers of the largest class and most approved construc- 
tion; those on the southern line, and probably those 


board. ‘These steamers are to be commanded by 
ofhcers of the royal navy, and to carry such number 
of officers and men as the government, under certaii 
regulations, may require, who will thus derive all 
the necessary instruction to enable them te command 
and manage vessels of this description, Of the 
fourteen designed to carry the West India mails, at 
least fen will be constantly employed in conveying 
them on the various lines as traced on the map hete- 
to annexed; it will be seen by reference to it that this 
formidable fleet will be at all times within three or 
four days’ run of our southern coast, In the event 
of a declaration of war by Great Britain against the 
United States, as she will, of course, possess the in- 
formation necessary to enable her to concentrate her 
forces, all the steamers.in the West India mail ser- 
vice cau be collected at any point on the southeru 
coast by the time the declaration would be commu- 
nicated to the president. Those employed oa the 
northern lines to New York and Boston, may com- 
mence hostilities before the least preparation can be 
made to meet them. Depots of coal are to be estab- 
lished at Halifax, and at several ports in the West 
Indies, from whence these fleets can be supplied and 
the prediction made some years since by an intelll- 
gent and experienced British officer, that their sail- 
ing ships of war would become coal carriers to theit 
steamers, will be fulfilled. 


There are, it is said, at this time, ten thousand 
black troops in the British West Indies, and that 
orders have been recently issued to increase the 
number to twenty-five thousand. These troops are 
disciplined and commanded by white officers, and, 
no doubt, designed to form a most important portiov 
of the force to be employed in any future contest 
that may arise between Great Britain and the United 
States; and, by reference to the map of the West 
India mail lines, it will be seen that in our present 
defenceless condition, a force composed of armed 
steamers and troops of that description would not 
only give great annoyance to our coast, ut most ef- 
fectually and at once puta stop to all communica 
tion around. Cape Florida, or through the passes ¢f 








place it in a state of defence, would by no means be 


to be fit and able to carry guns of the largest calibre | 


the West Indies, to or from the Gulf of Mexico, and: 


on the northern lines also, having their guns on | 


1 Rag eae eR E25 A i a aaa 











hd ak PRO ee a ec as wens Sees 


PRT rere 
a Sahar ™ 


a nnnnnminn 
a al 


consequent 
the Mississ 
my, or its | 
rentlered v: 
France i 
spect simi 
official reg’ 
thirty seve 
equal in al 
other nati 
them some 
more, must 
ly been e 
establish a 
New York 
mail line; 
of gentlem 
posals to | 
New: York 
perceived t 
of trade a 
whole wei 
into the h 
for want o 
part of the 
ing specta 
merchants 
cial pursu 
force that | 
they reside 
Under 
squadrons 
our comm 
of aggress 
of an ene: 
than our | 
duction of 
ing chang 
scale are t 
to the pur 
sels the w 
transporti 
pass along 
ports, as 
these vesse 
peace, the 
property, f 
armed ves 
time of ws 
This sy 
the power 
of accurac 
our comn 
navy; to v 
itself, or | 
proper re; 
adoption V 
the utmos 
extended | 
properly i 
A gentl 
perience j 
steam nas 
“contracts 
four steam 
New York 
Charlesto: 
from New 
the gover) 
per annun 
more than 
papers, im 
This array 
ed for im 
frigates, w 
ing, viotus 
to the aid 
aud econo 
of this nal 
From w 
10n of the 


~~ 


Is of 
mes, 
tion, 
Mis. 
er of 
rice, 
» the 
rd to 

two 
r an- 
Pd to 
800, 
Con- 
den, 
Tse 
Lo be 
us,” 
and, 
unds 
| de. 
es of 

the 
D act 
it for 
e ad. 
and 
New 
0 @s- 
id tu 
init. 


icket 


and 
Calri- 
truce 


hose 


3 Oh | 


1 by 
nber 
rtali 
pall 
sand 
the 
is, at 
ying 
lere- 
this 
e or 
vent 
t the 
e in- 
» her 
ser: 
bern 
mu- 
| the 
:om- 
n be 
stab- 
V est 
and 
te llt- 
sail- 
heir 


sand 
that 

the 
; are 
and, 
{100 
stest 
ited 
Vest 
sent 
med 
not 
t ef- 
ica- 
is of 
and, 


— ; 


; 

' 2 
>t 

a 


i 




















PINS at Si mt ane ee 
RRA eet TY anc LEI ieee ME by 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JULY 31, 1841—REPORT ON A HOME SQUADRON. 


341 





—_— 








| consequently, the commerce of the great valley of 
> the Mississippi must fall into the hands of the ene- 


my, or its vast productions, cut off from market, be 
rentlered valueless, 

France is pursuing a course of policy in every re- 
spect similar to that of Great Britain. ‘The last 
official register of her navy shows that she then had 
thirty seven armed steamers, carrying heavy guns, 
equal in all respects, if not superior, to those of any 
other nation. ‘The sudden appearance of one of 
them some two years ago, in the harbour of Balti- 
more, must be recollected by all. A law has recent- 
ly been enacted authorising the government to 
establish a line of armed steamers from Havre ‘to 
New York, on the plan of the British West India 
mail line; and, surprising as it may seem, a number 
of gentlemen of Boston have actually sent in pro- 
posals to take the contract, if ¢haé city instead of 
New: York shall be inserted in it. ‘Thus it will be 
perceived that our own merchants, driven by the laws 
of trade and intercourse, are about throwing the 
whole weight of their skill, enterprise, and capital 


into the hands of one of our great maritime rivals, |. 


for want or proper action and encouragement on the 
part of their own government, and that the humiliat- 
ing spectacle is likely to be. presented of American 
merchants, who have excelled all others in commer- 
cial pursuits, being employed to support a naval 
force that may be directed against the cities in which 
they reside. 

Under the old system of maritime war, our 
squadrons coald be employed in the protection of 
our commerce and our flag abroad, without danger 
of aggression on our own coast, because the fleets 
of anenemy could no soooner approach to assail 
than our own return to defend us. But the intro- 
duction of steam power has effected such astonish- 
ing changes, that armaments on the most extensive 
scale are no longer to be considered as alone suited 
to the purposes of war, but the most formidable ves- 
sels the world has ever seen to be employed in the 
transportion of the mail, passengers and freight, to 
pass along the whole line of our coast, and into our 
ports, as familarly as common trading ships. If 
these vessels can be rendered profitable in time of 
peace, the security they will afford to persons and 
property, from the attacks of privateers and small 


armed vessels, will render them indispensable in 
time of war. 


This system is yet in its infancy; and it is not in 
the power of the committee to say, with any degree 
of accuracy, how far it may be rendered useful to 
our commerce, or profitably connected with our 
navy; to what extent it may be made to support 
itself, or the policy of other governments, and a 
proper regard for our own safety, may render its 
adoption wise or necessary. ‘These are questions of 
the utmost importance to all portions of this widely 
extended country, and ought to be promptly and 
properly inquired into, and satisfactorily answered. 

A gentleuan of great respectability and much ex- 
perience in cowmercial affairs, and particularly in 
steam navigation, has given it as his opinion that 
“contracts could be made immediately for lines of 
four steamers froin Boston to Havre, of four from 
New York to Liverpool, af three from Norfolk, via 
Charleston and Savannah, to Havana, and of three 
from New Orleans to Havana, by the guaranty of 
the government of less than one million of dollars 
per annum, with a mural certainty of receiving back 
more than half of it, from postage on letters and 
Papers, ¢mmedrately, and the whole in a few years.” 
Chis arrangement would keep equipped and officer- 
ed for immediate service at least fourteen steam 
Trigates, Without the annual charge for repairs, manne 
10, Vistualling, &e. &e. ‘This system would bring 
lo the aid of the goveriment all the energy, skill, 
aud fconoiny of individuals who will, in enterprises 
of this nature, always sutpass it. 

From what bas been stated, it must, in the opin- 
‘on of the committee, be perceived that a powerful 





squadron has become as necessary for our protection 
at home as the einployment of our ships of war has 


hitherto been, or may hereafter be, for the protection 


of our flag and commerce abroad. This squadron 
ought at once to be established, and from time to 
time increased, as the means ‘placed at command of 
the department may permit, and the various objects 
connected with it, as pointed ont in the report of 
the secretary, may best be promoted and attained. 

For this purpose, the committee report herewith a 
bill appropriating the amount asked for by the secre- 
tary, und recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution :— 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy is here- 
by directed to inquire into the expediency of aiding 
individuals or companies in the establishment of 
lines of arined steamers between some of our prin- 
cipal northern and southern ports, and to foreign 
ports; to advertise for proposals for the establishment 
of such lines as he may decm most important and 
practicable; and to report to this house at the next 
session of congress. 


The following remarks made by Mr. Krnc, of 
Georgia, when the bill making appropriations for a 
home squadron was under discussion in the house 
of representatives, will be read with much interest: 

Mr. K. said he had no objection to the amendment 
suggested by the gentleman from North Carolina as 
to rendering the objects of the appropriation more 
specific, and, at the proper time, should an amend- 
ment be moved to that effect, he would vote for it. 
In reply to what that gentleman had said touching 
the power of congress to create a home squadron to 
be retained upon our own cost, the gentleman seem- 
ed to forget his own doctrine of specific appropria- 
tions. Congress gave this money: they would give 
it for a specific object, and if they did, the president, 
though he was commander-in-chief, could not apply 
it'to any thing else. The gentleman said the bill 
was, really, for an increase of the navy. So it was; 
he adinitted it was so designed to be, and he hoped 
to show that the navy might be thus increased with- 
out transcending the ordinary average in past years 
for naval purposes. The reasons for the proposed 
increase had been stated in the report of the secre- 
tary, and were familiar to the mind of every gentle- 
man. Mr. K. would, therefore, not recapitulate 
them. He had prepared from an authentic return 
a table showing what had been done in past years 
by wav of appropriation, and what had been the 
comparative results in different years. He would 
not trouble the house by reading the whole, but 
would invite their attention to three or four items 
only. 

In 1836 there was appropriated $7,611,055 and 
we had 462 guns afloat. 

In 1837 there was appropriated $8,185,710 and 
we had 554 guns afloat. 

In 1838 there was appropriated $5,702,420 and 
we had 630 guns afloat. 

In 1839 there was appropriated $5,264,385 and 
we had 596 guns afloat. 

In 1840 there was appropriated $5,155,120 and 
we had 882 guns afloat. 

In 1841 there was appropriated $5,780,927. 


The present bill increased this by $789,310; be- 
sides which there were other bills reported, which 
made together an appropriation of $1,553,016 for 
this session, and going to make up a grand aggregate 
of $7,333,943 for the year; which was less, ya 
million and a half, than what was appropriated in 
1836. It was proposed to add 107 more guns to the 
service, making the whole number 1,070 afloat af- 
ter the current year, instead of 462, which was the 
number in 1836. 

[These statistics are reported by the year alone, 
and may not in every case be strictly correct.] 


Mr. K. said he had gone into this comparative 
statement to show that the committee on naval af- 
fairs had not transcended the amount which in for- 
iner years had been deemed reasonable and proper, 
although the country had had but half the number 
of ships in the service, or of guns afloat, which it 
would have during the present year. 

Mr. K. had heard much about the abuse and mis- 
application. of moneys appropriated for the navy, 
and he believed it all to be true. To illustrate the 
truth of the charge, he would refer to the table al- 
ready quoted, showing on one hand the appropria- 
tions made, and on the other the result thereby ob- 
tained. In 1800 there had been an appropriation 
of $2,704,148, and we had then 876 guns afloat; 
while in 1836, with an appropriation of $7,011,055, 


we had but 462 guns afloat. In 1801, with an ap- 
propriation of a little over three millions, we had 
836 guns afloat; and in 1838, with an appropriation 
over eight millions, we had but 554 guns afloat. 
These facts were sufficient to show how enormous 
must have been the abuses somewhere. He trusted 
that now the time was come, and the men, come 
with it,in which economy, knowledge, integrity 
and a devoted zeal for the public service, if they 
did not curtail the actual amount expended, would 
so apply the money as with the same sum to effect 
a far greater extension of the naval defences of the 
country than had been witnessed for many years. 
Mr. K. was no niggard in regard to the navy. He 
would have been willing to give amuch larger sum 
could it have been spared, for he agreed heartily 
with the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. ApAms) that, instead of two war-steamers, it 
was desirable that we shonld have twenty. The 
ocean was teeming with these mighty engines, ra- 
pidly passing each other in every direction, going 
wherever they listed, in disregard of wind and 
waves, and which had appropriately been denomi- 
nated the “cavalry of the ocean, mounted with can- 
non.” 

Mr. K. here went into a comparison of the popn- 
lation of this country at two different periods, and 
at the same time of the amount of tonnage and the 
guns to defend it. 

In 1800 with a population of 5,305,000 and an 
amount of 669,000 registered tonnage, we had 876 
guns afloat; in 1841 our population was 17,000,000, 
our tonnage 2,960,000, and yet our guns were but 
1,070. This showed how far our naval force was 
from keeping up with the growth of the population 
and the commerce of the countrys Applying the 
same ratio of defence at this day which had existed 
in 1800, we should require 2,000 guns afloat and an 
appropriation of over seven millions. 

Mr. K. observed that although the importance of 
a home squadron had been very clearly set forth in 
the report of the secretary of the navy, there were 
some. other considerations which could not but still 
more strongly impress it upon the mind. He here 
forcibly referred to the devastations of the enemy’s 
force in the Chesapeake and on the exposed coast of 
Georgia and South Carolina: their country had been 
plundered; their dwellings burnt; their property 
stolen; and had the contest continued, nothing but 
one extended scene of desolation would have spread 
from the Chesapeake to the Sabine. 

The war had cost the country from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred millions of dollars; and did 
any gentleman suppose that, had the United States 
possessed twenty ships of war well armed and fully 
manned, these outrages on our commerce would 
ever have happened which gave the occasion for so 
destructive a conflict? No man would maintain it. 
For it must be remembered that with nations war 
was a question of policy, however the statesmen 
concerned might pretend it to be a question of ho- 
nor. Questions of veracity and questions of honor 
could easiiy be negotiated away, as all history 
abundantly proved; but when policy and interest 
dictated war, the thunder of the enemy’s cannon 
was generally the first annunciation that hostilities 
were commenced, and then a long array of reasons 
was gotten up as a pretext for the blow. 

Mr. K. here referred to and read an extract from 
the Richmond Enquirer, which sounded the tocsin 
of alarm by announcing that a British vessel called 
the Thunder was at this time engaged in survey- 
ing the channel of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
bays, and was about proceeding to the southward 
for the same: purpose, no doubt with the intention 
of facilitating the entrance of a British fleet into our 
harbors. He then said the object of a-home squa- 
dion was to prevent the completion of such a pur- 
pose. He expressed his great surprise at the re- 
marks of some gentlemen, who seemed to suppose 
that the invention of rail roads, by facilitating the 
assemblage of troops, superseded the necessity both 
of fortificationsand of anavy. Instead of this, these 
several modes of defence ought to go hand in hand, 
and be combined for the general end of the safety of 
the country. 

Mr. K. alluded to the change which had manifest- 
ed itself in the naval policy of Great Britain, in re- 
gard to a substitution of steam power for ordinary 
ships of war. He stated the enumeration of the 
British fleet in 1840 to be as follows: ships of the 
line, 105; vessels of a lower grade, in all, 403; and 
war steamers, 87. The number of steainers had 
since then been stated at 300. 

The French navy in 1840 consisted of 23 ships 
the line, 180 lesser vessels, and 36 steamers; br 
which, there had been at that time eigh’ 
steamers on the stocks. These vessels 
propelled by steam across the Atlantic iv 
fourteen days. What would be the cor 
lives and property of our people, if ¢ 
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a force of this description, wilhout a gun to defend 
themselves? , 

But not only was steam availed of for vessels of 
Wate Bronerty socalled: The governsnenis of France 
and Engiand were adopting an entirely new policy, 
by employing armed steamers for commercial, pur- 
poses—thus causing the, sagacity and enterprise of 
the mercantile community to support the expense of 
theirnaval defences—a great and wonderful step in 
the preparations for maritime warfare. 

apeiron to the report of the-naval committee 
would be found, in tefesenee to these very important 
facts, a resolution inquiring into the expediency of 
encouraging our Own merchants to establish lines of 
armed steamers similar to those recently established 
by France and England, In addition to the lines 
previously existing, a new one had recently been 
formed, ona contract with the Brazilian government, | 
extending from Great Britain to every important 
portin Brazil. These various lines had been multi- 
plied till they now resenible a perfect web across 
the ocean... Mr. K. had no apprehension that that 





atter great deliberation, and which finally passed 
that body... It was not then considered in the house 
for want of fime. ‘ 

The policy of laws designed to afford remedy and 
relief as between creditors aiid their debtors who are 
hopelessly insolvent, has the sanction of usage, in 
the past and the present, among nearly all bighly 
civilized.aud business communities. The leading 
idea upon which these laws have proceeded has 
certainly not always been the same; it has varied 
with the general state of the law, and with the pro- 
gress of society. Inu a country where the creditor 
was, by law, the undisputed arbiter of liberty and 
lite to his insolvent debtor, the immediate motive 
for interposition must have been different froin that 
which has prompted legislative interference where 
the relation of debtor and creditor has been different. 
ly understood. 

In England, bankrupt laws had their origin appa. 
rently in the idea that debtors who did not pay were 
merely unwilling, and not unable to pay. The first 
bankrput law passed in the time of Henry 8th was 





formidable and sagacious, power had any intention 
of immediate war with this country; it would not. 
at present suit her policy; but she was gradually 


and silently yet surely altering her whole system. lthe law, proceeding on the same idea of ability and 
She desired above all things to emancipate herself‘ unwillingness, which authorised imprisonment for 


from the necessity of depending on any of our pro- 
ducts for carrying on those manufactures which 
were the great sources of her wealth. Hence, while 
she had emancipated her slaves in the West Indies, 
she still retained millions jn slavery in India, and 
was endeavoring to avail herself of their industry 
for a supply of raw material now obtained fromm this 
country. She looked with eyes of jealous appre- 
hension to the rapid growth and extending commerce 
of this country. : 

Mr. K. here made some remarks on British eman- 
cipation, which he cunsidered but as one step in 
this grand scheme of the national policy. He ad- 
verted to the recent great increase of the slave trade. 
Two hundred thousand were now said to be annual- 
ly imported into the WestIndies and South America 
per annum; almost the whole of which were pur- 
chased with British manufactures. While this was 
the case, how great a farce was it for her to offera 
guinea a head for negroes captured on the high seas! 
If she was sincere in her wish to put an end to the 
trade, why did she not enter the harbors, and break 
up the factories on shore? But, no; she suffered 
the slaves to be purchased with British goods, and 
embarked on (he ocean, and then offered to pay her 
own officers a guinea a head for catching them if 
they-could. When they were rescued and brought 
into her own islands, they were put to an appren- 
ticeship of fourteen years. 

{Here the cHarr reminded Mr. K. that he was 
wandering from the subject before the committee. ] 

Mr. K. explained and then went on to observe 
that the moment Great Britain could supply herself 
elsewhere with the raw material for her manufac- 
tures we might expect war—war to the knife—war 
with all her thunder. 
grand game now playing, by that country, Mr. K. 
asked whether this government would be content 
to sleep in reckless security under such a state of 
things, and never take a step to meet and counter- 
act a system of policy which was aimed at our pros- 
perity, and, if possible, at the very existence of our 
republican institutions? Would we wait till she 
came upon.us like a thief in the night? Did gentle- 
men forget that out of the last fourteen wars in Eu- 
rope at least ten had been commenced without any 
formal declaration? No; England would not send 
us word she was coming. ‘The thunder of her ecan- 
non would be the voice in which she would speak 
the purpose of her heart to a long- hated rival. 

r. K. said, in conclusion, that he would not 
weary the committee by descanting upon the provi- 
sions of the bill. He hoped it would receive a ge- 
neral support, and that we should. show the world 
not only that we were ready and prompt in voling 
the means necessary for. our delence, but equally 
wise and economical in their appropriation. 


REPORT UPON A BANKRUPT LAW. 

The following report, from the committee on the 
judiciary, accompanied the bill reported by Mr. 
BARNARD in the house of representatives on Wednes- 
day last, for establishing a uniform system of bank- 
ruptey: jt et 

‘The committee on the, jndiciary, to whom have 
been referred the petitions and memorials presented 
to the house on the subject of a bankrupt law, re- 
speetiully report: 

In the opinion of the committee, a bankrupt law 
ought to be passed by congress withoul unnecessary 
delay; and they present a bill for the consideration 
of the house. 

This bill is essentially the same that was matured 





Alter dilating further on the | willing but unable to pay in full, shall, on certain 
a pay 


levelled against those ‘‘who craftily obtained the 
goods of other men and fled; or kept their houses, 
not minding to-pay their debts.” It came in aid of 


debt—a thing unknown to the common law. If a 
debt was not paid, the credit itself was supposed to 
have been craftily obtained; the ability to pay was 
presumed; the debtor was arrested and imprisoned 
till he should be made willing; or, if he had fled or 
kept house, so that arrest was impossible, his estate 
passed into the custody of the law for the liquidation 
of the debt. 

So long as this idea of ability and unwillingness 
prevailed, and no other was admitted, the whole 
evil, so far as creditors were considered, was sup- 
posed to be adequately met by the punishment of 
linprisonment or confiscation. When, however, it 
was found, as industry and production came to be 
increased by the use of capital and credit, that the 
mass of debtors who did not pay were only unable 
but not unwilling, it became necessary to turn 
round, and, without disarming the creditor, throw a 
shield over the defenceless head of his honest and 
innocent debtor. 

The law in England on this subject, often vari- 
ously modified in matters of detail, now is, and has 
long been, in substance: 

First, that where creditors invoke the punishment 
of imprisonment en their debtor, the latter, if wil- 
ling but unable to pay, may regain his freedom upon 
a voluntary and honest surrender of his property, to 
be applied towards liquidation. 

And second, that where creditors invoke the pu- 
nishment of confiscation on their debtor, which can 
only be done where ‘the debtor belongs to one or 
another of certain specified classes, the creditors 
shall take the full benefit of the proceedings by the 
application of the property towards the payment of 
their debts: provided the debtor, being honest and 


terms and conditions, be forever discharged frorm all 
legal obligation to pay the rest and residue of his 
debts. 

Thus the law of interposition and relief, in Eng- 
land, as. between creditors on the one hand, and 
debtors who cannot pay their debis on the other, 
stands, and is administered, in two distinct branches 
and under two distinct systems, Inthe one system 
the debtors are denominated insolvent; in the other 
they are called bankrupt. In a report nade to the 
queen, in July, 1840, and signed by eight out of 
nine commissioners appointed to investigate this 
subject, it was strongly recommended to reduce 
these two branches of the Jaw and systems of admi- 
nistration to one consistent system, and make. the 
whole law of the case more coniormable to reason 
and to right. 


The principal improvements in the law relating 
to insolvency proposed by the commissioners are 
these: * 3 

To extend the benefits of the discharge from debts, 
in case of bankruptcy, beyond the mercantile and 
other specified classes, to which they are now chief- 
ly confined, so as to embrace ‘all persons engaged 
in business requiring capital and credit.’? 


property, on the part of insolvents, ‘‘at such period 
of their dfficulties as will best ensure equal justice 
to all their creditors.” 


To make the granting of a certificate of discharge 
a judicial act, which may be opposed by creditors 
for cause, but to which their consent shall not be 
necessary. 

The suggestion of these improvements is sufficient 
to indicate the great change which public sentiment 
has undergone, or is undergoing, in England, in re- 


To allow and encourage a voluntary cession of 
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to rest that interpose their speeial authority betwee, 
creditors and their insolvent debtors. 

At this day, and in this country, ifa system o: 
laws relating to bankruptcies is to be established, js 
is believed that it is not difficult to perceive and state 
the grounds on which it ought to stand. 

Credits, or demands, are property, in which, not 
infrequently, the bulk of large individual estates 
consists. As property, they are under the protec. 
tion of the law, as much as any other kind of pro- 
perty. Alli the rights of property attach to them— 
the. right of protection and defence against all en. 
croachment and injury, and the right of recovery 
when wrongfully taken away, or ,withheld. They 
are private property, and private property is sacred, 
It'must be respected. And the law must be vigi- 
lant and efficient in its guardianship of it. Failure 
in this is failure in the highest duty of civil society, 
and tends directly to dissolation. 

But the nature of credits, or demands, is such as 
to constitute them a peculiar species of property; 
and, before we can undertake to pronounce with 
certainty on the whole duty of society and the law 
in regard to them, we must consider attentively their 
nature and peculiarities. 

They are held by a peculiar tenure—a_ tenure 
which implies and includes a contingency. The 
foundation of loan is trust, wherever securities are 
not taken; itis confidence: it is credit—all terms 
which imply risk, and the possibility of failure. The 
risk relates to the question of solvency or insolvency 
when the period comes for deinanding payment.— 
This kind of property is held subject to this contin- 
gency. and the lender himself takes the risk; he is 
his own insurer. If his debtor fails, he loses; if not, 
he has hisown. He charges, too, for this risk, in 
the shape of interest, premium, or coinmission. He 
parts with the immediate possession of his property, 
expecting itto come back to him, in proper time, 
with increase; he puts it afloat, and takes the hazards 
of the voyage, for a consideration. If whelmed in 
the turbulent sea, he expects: to sustain the loss.— 
He is content to, hold his property subject to this 
contingency. 

While his debtor remains solvent, which is always 
to be presumed until the contrary appear, the duty 
of society and the law towards him and this proper- 
tty of his is plain enough. If he invoke the Jaw in 
the case, it will come efficiently to his aid. If his 
debtor attempt to elude his demand by flight or 
fraud, it will arrest him and restrain him of his li- 
berty; and, otherwise, it will seize the unwilling 
debtor’s estate and make the debt out of it for the 
creditor. When the law by these means has aided 
the creditor iu the recovery of his property it has 
done all its duty as against his solvent debtor. 

But suppose, before such recovery is had, the 
debtor is found to have fallen into a state of hopeless 
insolvency; in other words, that contingency has 
arisen subject to which the demand has been holden 
from its inception? In this case a new duty has 
arisen on the part of the law. 

The fact of insolvency being ascertained, the fact 
of utter and hopeless inability to pay all his debts, 
the debtor: stands to each creditor, if not in a new 
relation, at least in a relation materially modified.— 
His creditors, taken together, now form a class, 
looking for u common. relief to a common fund, 
which is insufficient to satisfy them ail; and every 
principle of equity and justice requires that the law 
should interpose to give to each his distributive 
share, according to the relative amount of his de- 
mand, at the same time casting on each an amount 
of loss proportioned tothe risk and insurance under- 
taken by him. 

When this is done, the inquiry arises, what more 
remains for the law todo? What further aid can 
the creditors dernand?) They cannot have the body 
of their debtor cut up and divided between them, as 
was said might have been done under the law of the 
twelve tablis, or sel! him with his wife and children 
into slavery, (rans tyberim. They cannot at this 
day and in this country load him with chains, inflict 
stripes upon hitn, or throw him into a perpetual pri- 
son. Withus, in this country, it may be considered 
as wholly settled, by a wise and humane public sen- 
timent and policy, that the law will pursue, and will 
permit creditors to pursue, an honest but unfortu- 
nate and hopelessly insolvent debtor no further, after 
what remains of his wrecked fortune has been equl- 
tably divided amongst those to whom he is indebted. 

Beyond this the law sees and wisely adjudges that 
there is an end of all reasonable hope of further ad- 
vantage to creditors. A form of indebtedness still 
remains, but the substance isgone. Nothing is lett 
to the debtor with which to recover himself but his 
hands. He may labor in ernployments more or less 
profitable, according to his skill or his habits, but 10 
no regular employment will or can the wages of la- 
bor afford more than a current support to the laborer 
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ermitted to tarn one dollar of his surplus earnings 
into capital, or obtain one dollar of capital upon 
credit with which to aid him in enhaneing the pro- 
fits of his business—a thing utterly forbidden and 
rendered impossible to the bankrupt debtor. To 
hold the debtor or allow his creditors to hold him in 
this hopeless position ‘ig upjust, unnecessary and 
cruel. It is to bind him hand and foot and lay him 
down at the feet of his creditors, a victim and.a’sa- 
crifice, a8 much lost to himself, to his family, and to 
society, if not as much degraded, as if, like the deb- 
tor in Rome, he might be led through the public 
streets by his creditor, with a halter round his body, 
and-be made the unresisling subject of blows and 
personal chastisement. ; : , 

It is at this point then that society has an eminent 
duty to erform towards the debtor and towards 
itself. That contingency has now happened, the 
naaard of which the creditor was content to run, for 
such consideration as was satisfactory to himself; 
his debtor has fallen into hopeless insolvency, and 
jis deraand, or some part it, has sunk with him. He 
has nothing to complain of. By the very act of lend- 
ing the debtor his proporty, without exacting secu- 
rity, he consented to take his share with other cre- 
ditors in the risk of loss and sacrifice to which the 
debtor’s business necessarily exposed their property 
in his hands, and he took or stipulated before hand 
for his pay for that very risk. The enterprise has 
turned out an uniucky one, ard he must bear his 
loss. ‘he law-has stepped in, as he knew it would, 


or as he knew it might and onght, by the terms of 


the constitution of the country, to make an equitable 
adjustment of profit and loss between him and his 
partners in the enterprise, tke other creditors; and 


having done this, it has done all that the nature of 


the ease adinitted of for his aid and benefit. And 
now comes the case of the debtor, and the interest 
which society has in his restoration. 

{t is undoubtedly true, that to interfere in the 
slighest degree to impair the obligation of-contracts 
between individuals is an exercise of high transcen- 
dental power on the part of government. This go- 
vernment does, when it undertakes to release a party 
from the performance of any part of his contract. 
{his power is expressly prohibited to the states by 
the constitution; and it is believed that it belongs as 
little to this government as to the states, except so 
far as it may be included in the power expressly 
given to establish laws on the subject of bankrupt- 
cies. Within the legitimate range of such laws, the 
power undoubtedly exists; and it had long beena 
part of the policy of such laws, before the adoption 
of the constitution, fo discharge the honest bankrupt 
from the remainder of his debts after his entire 
estate had been applied ratably towards the payment 
of thein. 

It is believed that a power like this exists, of ne- 
cessity, in every country where capital and credit 
are extensively employed in the prosecution of bu- 
siness and of enterprise. In our country, it has been 
expressly confided to the federal government, and it 
can be exercised, with full effect by no other au- 
thority. The duty of this governinent, then, is as 
plain as its power, and it is believed to be matter of 
just reproach that it has been so long neglected.— 
After the law has compelled the debtor to the per- 
formance of his cuntracts as far as all his means will 
go, and when it has, on mature deliberation, pro- 
nounced its solemn judgment that further perform- 
ance at the present time, or at any time, has through 
unavoidable misfortune, becoine morally impossible, 
while the ordinary legal power of his ereditors over 
him remains, then the release of the debtor from any 
farther legal liability on his contracts becomes the 
indispensable duty of the governing power. Let the 
morat obligation remain, as it will, as strong as ever; 
it is the legal liability only which is touched. It af- 
fects the remedy, rather than the obligation. Govern- 
inent does not tear the contract, or order it to be de- 
livered up to be cancelled. It leaves to the creditor 
the evidence of his debt in full possession, and it 
does not relieve the debtor, in the least degree, from 
the full moral force of his promises and undertakings 
Whenever he inay have ability to perform them. It 
does nothing more than withhold from the ereditor 
the aid and power of the courts, after it has judicial- 
ly ascertained that further performance on the part 
ofthe debtor has become impossible. The duty of 
Civil society to supply to creditors the means of co- 
eicion and remedy, through its courts, in ease of a 
reach of contract, is one of indispensable obligation; 
but governinent must decide for itself when this duty 
has been faithfully performed, and when it has gone 
lar enough for the ends of substantial justice. It 
must have the right to judge, in the first place, what 
modes and forms of remedy it wiil give, and, then, 
low far such remedy shall be pursued and carried. 

hen it has been nushed as far as it is safe for hu- 

nan power to go-—as far as it can go without unmiti- 
gated evil—then it is time to withhold it. 


On the general principles which have now been 
stated, the main provisions of this bill rest. No dis- 
tinction is here attempted to be set up between an in- 
solvent system and a bankrupt system. All persons, 
whatever may be their. occupation, who are unable 
to meet their debts and engagements, are insol- 
vents. Andif they so declare themselves, they are 
deemed bankrupts. These are voluntary bankrupts. 

It is in regard to the mercantile classes only, or 
those whose business renders them directly liable to 
the particular hazards which attend mercantile ope- | 
rations; it is in regard to debtors in. these classes 
only, and where their indebtedness amounts to a 
certain sum, that the right is given to creditors, un- 
der limitations, and on the happening of certain 
events, to cause such debtors to be declared bank- 
rupt, and have their estates seized for their behoof. 
These are then iavoluntary bankrupts. And this is 
the only distinction made inthe bill in regard to the 
various classes of insolvent debtors in the communi- 
ty, to whom such a bill is deemed at all applicable. 

The bill proceeds upon the principle that every 
person in the community, of whatever calling, who, 
in the employment of capital and credit, applied, by 
his skill and industry, in production, bas fallen into 
hopeless insolvency, so that all further effort to re- 
store and redeein himself has become evidently use- 
less, is entitled to the relief which this bill is in- 
tended to afford; and that in all cases the debtor 
may, if he choose, take the initiative. With re- 
spect, however, to the particular classes just referred 
to, it has been thought advisable and proper, on ac- 
count of the great importance and necessity of 
promptness and punctuality in meeting ail their,en- 
gagements, that it should be put in the power of 
their creditors to move against them in certain cir- 
cumstances, without waiting for them to stir the 
subject of their insolvency. 

In the principles already stated, will be found the 
reasons for making the provisions of this bill apply 
as well to existing cases and cuntracts as to those 
which arise after the passage of the act. 


All the legitimate power of-civil society would be 
exerted in vain to coerce a full compliance with the 
contracts of insolvents, who have first lost the means 
of payment which thev bad in possession, and then 
are stript by existing laws of all the ordinary and in- 
dispensable means and instruments of accumulation 
and recovery. There are supposed to be not less than 
500,000 such persons now in the U. States; men who, 
though now bankrupt and ruined themselves, have 
by their industry and skill in business, and the use 
of capita! and credit, added miilions upon millions 
to the aggregate wealth of the nation—a wealth that 
still subsists, though no part of it is theirs; and who 
need only to be relieved from the bondage of op- 
pressive debt to enter again, with renewed buat 
chastened energy, on the field of enterprise, and add 
again new millions to the wealth of the community. 
Society, any more than their own families, cannot 
atford to lose the services of such men. 


It is believed, too, to be the highest interest of 
creditors themselves that the condition of their in- 
solvent debtors, either voluntarily or at their in- 
stance, shouki be disclosed before their affairs, once 
on the decline, become desperate, leaving nothing 
available for the payment of their debts. No doubt 
whatever is entertained that, under a judicious 
bankrupt system, more will be realized to creditors, 
on the whole, from their insolvent debtors, than 
would be if they should be left tuo follow up the 
usual remedies without it. Among other advan- 
tages which creditors will have under this bill is 
that of being relieved fromthose unjust preferences 
by which it too often happens that the whole estate 
of a failing debtor is applied to satisfy a favorite 
creditor in full, while all the rest are left to bear the 
loss of their entire demands. 


That creditors themselves now feel a deep in- 
terest in the passage of a bankrupt law, whether 
viewed as a question of propriety or a question of 
policy and humanity, is abundantly evinced by the 
numerous petitions which have come tous from 
every quarter of the country, and especially from 
the great commercial cities. The number of those 
who still cling to ancient opinions in this matter, 
and who reinonstrate against the escape of their in- 
solvent debtors out of their hands on any terms, is 
coinparatively very small, and is believed to be di- 
ininishing almost daily. As we have said, more 
will’ be saved out of insolvents’ estates under a judi- 
cious bankrupt law than could be without it; while 
to all persons engaged in prosperous business, and 
to the community at large, the gain which must be 
realized by restoring so many valuable castomers 
and co-operators in productive employment to active 
and profitable life and business cannot fail to be im- 
mense. 


This bill does not include corporations among the 





debtors on whom it operates. A recurrence to the 


principles stated in this report will show that a, bill, 
framed on such a basis as this, could not, without 
serious discrepancy, embrace corporations. Corpo- 
rations aggregate cannot be imprisoned; nor, where 
the corporate body is alone liable for debts, could 
the corporators be imprisoned or held personally re- 
sponsible in amy way, Asa general,if not an in- 
variable rule, these corporations end their existence 
on falling into insolvency. Their effects are dis- 
tributed among their creditors, and the corporation 
ceases. Every thing is done in this respect, in the 
case of a corporation, under its own eharter, which 
is et to be done, under this bill, in the case of 
individuals; while sueh corporations, being dissolv- 
ed after their effects are distributed, could not-re- 
quire and could not receive a discharge from their 
debts as bankrupts. They would be discharged al- 
ready. The law of their organization is or should 
be bankrupt law enough for them. The remedy, 
moreover, in case of insolvency of a-corporation, is 
complete, or may be, in the state where the corpora- 
tion exists. ‘The corporation is a creature of the 
state.law, having a local existence, which, from its 
very nature, lasts no longer than its solvency; and if 
the eorporation falls into insolvency, no aid or au- 
thority on the part of the federal government is ne- 
cessary to give all the relief which the case requires 
or is susceptible of. State authority and state power 
is sufficient for this purpose. ? 

The proposition which has sometimes been made 
to include incorporated banks.in a. bankrupt bill 
proceeds evidently on the notion of the necessity of 
resiraining them in the exercise of their power of 
creating currency. Itis a question of currency; and 
if the power of arresting state banks in their busi- 
ness of creating currency, or upon their abuse of 
that business, belongs to this government at all, it is 
believed that it is not appropriately derived from the 
clause in the constitution coneerning bankruptcies, 
but from some authority which it possesses over the 
subject of currency. 


The committee have not deemed it their duty to 
go into an inguiry concerning the constitutional 
power of congress to legislate over state banks in 
the moce and with the view proposed; which is un- 
derstood to be that of arresting their proceedings, by 
the legal interposition of this government, when- 
ever they shall suspend payments in specie. Whe- 
ther such a power exists, and, if it does exist, whe- 
ther it is expedient to exercise it, seems to have no 
immediate connexion with the subject now under 
consideration. We are clearly of opinion that such 
an enactment could not find a proper, if it could a 
constitutional, place in a bankrupt law framed on 
the principles and with the objects of this bill. 


DEBATE ON THE TARIFF. 

We make an extract from a debate in the house 
of representatives on printing a memorial in favor 
of an increase of the tariff—in which the general po- 
licy of a tariff was discussed. 


Mr. Apams hoped, he said, that the house would 
agree to the printing of this memorial, and that the 
representatives of that interest in the United States, 
which consisted of the friends to a protective sys- 
tem, would, in the present session, come to some 
understanding with one another. He regretted 
deeply that a proposition made by another gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Fornance), two or 
three days ago had passed away from the consi- 
deration of the house, and he regretted that it had 
done so by the action of the friends of that very me- 
morial. It was a memorial froin the state of Penn- 
sylvania—from this same interest. And members 
in this house were playing at cross purposes on this 
subject. 


A gentleinan from Virginia (Mr. Wise) had said, 
soine days ago, in relation to this interest, that he 
would look out for republicans wherever he conld 
find them against it. He (Mr. A.) would ook out for 
republicans wherever he could find them in favor of 
it. Gentlemen might depend upon it that those who 
opposed them on this subject understood one ano- 
ther, and that they acted together with a concerted 
aud united action. 


He hoped that the whole delegation from Penn- 
sylvania would set aside all inferior considerations, 
and inost especially all party, factious considera- 
tions, and that they would reflect what their inte- 
rest was on this great question, and that it was time 
that they should come to an understanding with one 
another, and come fo an understanding with those 
who were in favor of the same interest in this house. 
The subject was one involving the great question 
between free labor and slave labor. It was the 
great question between compromises and a protec- 
tive tariff; and if there was a majority here deter- 
mined against all protection of domestic industry, 
let us know it—let us know of whom that majority 








consists. Let us kuow of whom that party consists 
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who were in favor of protection; and who they were 
that were in favor of counteracting the.action of fo- 
reign governinents against the native industry of our 
own people. 

Mr, A. here adverted to the recent proceedings 
in the British parliament in relation to free trade 
and the corn laws, and to the defeat which the Bri- 
tish ministry had sustained thereon, He hoped that, 
before the American nation undertook to act upon 
such a system, they would have something more be- 
fore them than the report of a committee of the Bri- 
tish parliament. Let the British government set the 
example of free trade, and it would then be time 
enough for us to meet thei in that spirit. 

He hoped the printing would be agreed to; and 
he wished it was in the-power of the house to recon- 
sider the vote by which the proposition of the gen- 
tieman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Fornance) had 
been thrown out of the power of this house. He 
hoped the subject would be considered at this ses- 
sion even if there should be no action upon it until 
the next. He was for eoming to an issue upon it at 
once, 

He hoped also that the other gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Brptack) would bring forward the 
resolution to which he had referred. But let not the 
gentleman move its relerence to the committee of 
waysand means. There was too much compromise 
in that committee. He hoped the gentleman would 
move its reference to the committee on manufac- 
tures. But let us not commit the lamb tothe wolf— 
agnem commiliere lupe. 

» Mr. Prexens could have no objection, he said, to 
the printing of the memorial if that were the only 
question. But as the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. ApAms) chose to make the printing a 
test question, and said it was a question between 
the compromise act and a tariff for protection—call- 
ing public attention to it and expressing a desire to 
come to an issue upon it—he (Mr. P.) could not 
consent to print the memorial. The gentleman 
had called upon the triends of a protective tariff, 
and asked them to combine and come together with 
a united action because those opposed to them were 
acting upon one principle. He (Mr. P.) regretted 
that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) was 
not in his seat to hear some of the remarks of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, and to listen to his 
billing and cooing to the Pennsylvania delegation 
upon this floor. Had the gentleman from Virginia 
been here, he might perhaps have been induced to 
believe that his charge as to coalition between 
Kentucky and Massachusetts was not true. Pro- 
bably he might have gone against other compro- 
mises and other coalitions, not with Kentucky, but 
with the Pennsylvania delegation. Mr. P. protest- 
ed against all such bargains and coalitions, and 
was understocd most especially to call upon Ken- 
tucky not to sustain any such bargains, but to sus- 
tain the spirit and the principles of the compromise 
act, 

The gentleman from Massachusetts has said it 
would be committing a bill if sent to the committee 
of ways and means, like sending a lamb to the wolf. 
He (Mr, P.) repelled the insinuation if intended to 
apply to him or his friends. When he says there is 
too much compromise on that committee for him, 
who does the gentleman allude to? He cannot say 
he {Mr. P.] was for compromising. No; he would 
find in him no compromise. His course was open 
and without sempenaine upon great principles. He 
must allude to others upon that committee; and let 
them answer for themselves. As to the under-cur- 
rent that gentleman had alludec to upon that ecom- 
inittee or In this house, he would say to the gentle- 
man that he hoped the time would yet come when 
that under-current, which was now seen to ripple, 
would swell and roll on until we shall see the vessel 
of state bounding upon it, with as gallant a crew on 
board as ever shouted for victory under the flag of 
liberty and independence. 

Mr. Kina, of Georgia, said he felt it his duty to 
say a few words in reply to what had fallen from 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Apams), who seemed disposed to ring the changes 
once more on the subject of the British corn laws, 
and to marshal his battalions under the banner of a 
protective tariff. He had called on the agricultural 
interests of the west, and made an appeal particu- 
larly to the great state of Pennsylvania to come to 
the rescue of the manufacturing interests of the 
northeast. 1 propose (said Mr. K.) to examine 
briefly the effect of the British corn laws on the 
grain-growing and manulacturing interests of this 
country. The effect in the first place is, to raise 
enormously the price of bread, and consrqnently 
the price of labor in England. This increases of 
course the cost of their manufactured goods, and 
renders it more difficult for the manufactures of 
Great Britain to compete with those of this country, 
both in our own and foreign markets, If, by the 








repeal of the corn laws, the price of bread should 
be reduced in England, and the price of grain in- 
|creased in this country, the cost of manufacturing 
would be increased here and reduced there. It would 
consequently be more difficult for our manufactures 
ta compete with those of Great Britain. 

It therefore cannot be to the interest of the manu- 
factures of this country to seek or desire a repeal 
of the British corn laws. How does the matter stand 
in regard to the grain growers of this country? At 
present they have access to the market of Great 
Britain through the colonial ports of Canada and 
New Brunswick, at avery low duty. ‘The grain 
growers of the continent of Europe cannot avail 
themselves of this advantage, and consequently their 
grain cannot come in competition with ours. If the 
corn laws were repealed, the grain of the continent 
being much cheaper than ours, would exclude it 
from the British market, and consequently our agri- 
cultural interests of the middle and western states 
!would no longer enjoy the great advantage they now 
have over all other grain growers of exclusive ac- 
cess to the British market through the colonial ports. 
I therefore assert, sir, that both the manufacturing 
and grain growing interests of this country would 
be greatly injured by the repeal of the British corn 
laws. I call on the members fromthe west to weigh 
well and look ‘with caution on the arguments of the 
honorable gentleman, when he endeavors to raise 
their prejudices against the corn laws, and enlist 
them under his tariff banner. They should pause 
before they believe that the manufacturers of the 
north really desire the adoption of any measure which, 
if it has the effect they say it will, must increase 
the cost of labor in this country and diminish it 
in England. As I have shown, however, the re- 
peal of the corn laws will cause a very great de- 
crease in the price of labor in England, but no in- 
| crease in the price of grain or labor in this country, 
but undoubtedly will cause a decrease in the price 
of both grain and labor, by depriving our grain grow- 
ers of the advantages they now enjoy through the 
colonial ports. 

Now, sir, one word in regard to this unnatural alli- 
ance of the west with the east. Where do the peo- 
ple of the western states find the best and most ex- 
tensive market for their productions? In the south— 
in the cotton growing states! not in the east, or 
manufacturing districts of the union. Where do 
the farmers of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois 
and all the great west and northwest send theircorn, 
pork, bacon, horses, hogs and mules? Do they send 
them to the eastern manufacturers? No, sir; they 
send them to the south. Whose interest ought they 
therefore to consult—the manufacturers of the east, 
or the planters of the south? Let them decide when 
the question of a tariff for protection comes up. 
The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts has 
said that the question of a protective tariff is a ques- 
tion between free labor and slave labor—this being, 
when interpreted, a question of taxation on the 
south for the benefit of the north? Now, sir, when 
this question shall be presented, I shall join the ho- 
norable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Prcx- 
ENS), and demanded to know where the great state 
of Kentucky stands in regard tothe compromise act? 
Is it possible that the south, which affords a market 
for the products of the west ond manufactures of the 
east, ig to be deserted by the former and plundered 
by the latter? We shall see, sir. 

Mr. PENDLETON said he did not intend to dis- 
cuss the question of a tariff on the motion to print. 
He rose merely to make a suggestion to the gentle- 
man from Georgia, (Mr. Kine). That gentleman 
had said the effect of the English corn laws was to 
reduce the price of American grain, and therefore 
was advantageous tothe American manufacturer. 
He also said that, at the proper time he would ap- 
peal to the west to support his peculiar notions upon 
the subject of a tariff. Now, he (Mr. P.) wished 
his friend from Georgia, when he made his appeal, 
to be prepared to convince us of the west that reduc- 
ing the price of our great staple, grain, was the way 
to make us rich. 

Mr. Ktn@ said he was misunderstood, 

Mr. ARNOLD had been, he said, patient or rather 
an impatient listener to this debate, and although he 
had carefully refrained from taking part in any of 
the long and useless discussions which had charac- 
terized the last three weeks, yet he felt it due to 
himself now to say a few words. 

Mr, A. after alluding to the habitual feeling of 
respect and kindness which he had ever felt towards 
the gentleman frown Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams), 
expressed the exceeding regret and pain with which 
he [Mr. Annotp] had witnessed how ardently that 
gentleinan had seized upon every topic which was 
presented, to create a ferment in this house. He 
was not like the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pickens], who had expressed his regret that 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wist] was not 








~ ———_. 
in his seat. On the contrary, he [Mr.A.] rejoiced 
that that gentleman was not present fo hear the re. 
taarks of the venerable gentleman from Massachy. 
setts. It was with pain that he had witnessed the 
course of the gentleman fiom Massachusetts during 
this session, and with equal pain and mortification 
he had witnessed the course of the gentleman from 
Virginia. And although what he [Mr. A.] said 
might have no influence upon gentlemen, yet he 
would say—he felt it due to himself and the coun. 
try to say—that fhere were agitators, incendiaries 

who had seats in this house, both - from the north 
and the south, 

Cries of—that is true—that is trae.] 

e had voted the other day tolay the proposi- 
tion of the gentletnan from Pennsylvania (Mr. For. 
NANCE) on the table, because he (Mr. A.) thought 
that it was not offered in good faith. Whenever 
any important memorial or document was present. 
ed here in good faith, and a representation of its 
contents was made, (as in the case of this memo- 
rial), he was willing to vote to print it, that it might 
be sent forth to the country for the information and 
enlightenment of the people, who were not in the 
mass politicians. That being the tribunal of the 
last resort, it was right that they should be kept en- 
lightened. And his course has been heretofore, and 
would be, to print all papers and documents neces- 
sary tothatend. But he had entertained a very 
different opinion of the memorial presented the 
other day. He believed it was intended— 

The spEAKER interposed with the remark that it 
was not inerder to impugn the motives of mem- 
bers. 

Mr. ArnNoLp said he was not doing so. That me- 
morial prayed for a protective tariff. Those who 
drew the memorial, and the gentleman who pre- 
sented it, knew that to speak of a protective tariff 
to the south was to open Pandora’s box. And the 
memorial was conched in language likely to be 
most offensive, and calculated to affect the course 
alike of southern and northern men who might be 
in favor of abank, but might have conflicting opi- 
nions on the subject of the tariff. His vote upon 
all questions which did not legitimately come up for 
the action of the house during the extra session was 
not to be taken as an indication of the votes he 
might give hereafter. He would vote now to give 
the go-by to all questions except those for the con- 
sideration of which congress had been convened; 
he would do nothing but the business which he had 
been sent here to do. 

Mr. A. after a brief allusion to the compromise 
act, and to his own course thereon, said he would 
not now go into the qnestion of the tariff. When- 
ever the issue should be presented to the American 
people between a voluntary and involuntary tax, it 
would be one of easy solution. His opinions on 
this subject were fixed; he wished not to agitate it 
now, but he wished that the house should proceed 
to do the business of the country. He wished we 
could have a test question, that we might know who 
were our friends and who our foes in this house— 
who were for us and who against us; because, if it 
should be ascertained that nothing could be done, 
he should be for adjoining forthwith. It was. to be 
regretted that many of our friends calling them- 
selves whigs, and representing whig districts with 
large majorities, should not only be found against 
ns, but be found voting with the opposition on this 
floor. There was a powerful opposition proper, and 
there was an opposition improper, (so to speak), 
and the latter was far more to be dreaded than the 
former. Now, he wished to know what he had to 
depend upon. If, owing to defections in the whig 
ranks, the opposition had become so strong that 
nothing could be done, why they had better go 
home, and not spend the money of the people in 
everlasting fiery debating and brawling upon every 
little frittering question that was brought before the 
heuse. It was a seriotis question whether the 
friends of the administration in this house, or the 
opposition party, with its new ailies, was in a ma- 
jority here; and unless they they could go on and do 
business, the sooner the session was brought to au 
end the better. 

Mr. Friimore™ said that, unless there was some 
important business before the house, he would, as 
the committee of ways and means had much busi- 
ness to do, move that the house adjourn, 

Objections in several quarters. 

Mr. F. said he would then move that fhe com- 
mittee of ways and means have leave to sit during 
the sessions of the house until further order. 

Mr. Grimer said it was very desirable that mem- 
bers of the committee should be presentduring this 
discussion, because, in the first place, it involved a 
most important question, and, In the next place, 
remarks bad been made affecting the very organl- 
zation of that committee, to which it would be pro- 
per to reply. 


——— 
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aie, FitimMore was then understood to withdraw 
both motions. | 
Mr. W. W. Inwin said that he had voted for the 
; . 
resolution offered on Saturday last by his colleague 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Fornance}, viz: torefer 
a petition presented by him, on the subject of the 
tariff, to the committee on manufactures, with in- 
structions. He had done so because he considered 
the motion right in itself. , He did not stop to in- 
quire as to the motive which influenced his col- 
jeague, or whether the resolution was the result of 
a caucus deliberation, and introduced with a view, 
as some Supposed, to embarrass the action of con- 
gress at the extra session. It was of no conse- 
quence to him tbat others, who were supposed to 
articipate in that caucus, had dodged the question 
on this floor. .He was perfectly willing to take it 
for granted that there had been a change of senti- 
ment on this subject on the part of his colleague 
and some of those politically associated with his 
colleague—a change similar to that which seemed 
to have taken place on another important question. 
He was willing to believe that gentlemen who had 
slept soundly during the whole period of a former 
administration, had become suddenly awakened to 
the interests of their country on the vital question. 
of the tariff, as in the other house of congress they 
had been miraculously aroused from their lethargy 
on another important question—the controversy 
with Great Britain respecting the outrage on the 
Caroline. These changes of sentiment were whole- 
some evidences of the influence of public opinion. 
He was content, therefore, to take it for granted 
that his colleagues resolution was offered bona fide, 
and his vote was accordingly given in its favor. 
But he regretted to find that only a minority of 
the house voted with him, [Mr. I.] on that resolu- 
tion. That a proposition so reasonable in itself 
should get the go-by with the assent of a large ma- 
jority of all parties; that so inany of all parties on 
this floor should manifest such nervous, shrinking 
and morbid sensitiveness whenever the subject of 
the tariff and protective duties was referred to, how- 
ever remotely, would cause surprise and astonish- 
ment in the. minds of those he had the honor to re- 
present. He was grieved, too, on Saturday last, 
when the honorable gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. BARNARD], had moved a series of resolutions 
referring the various topics embraced in the presi- 
dent’s message to appropriate committees, that this 
question was the only one overlooked. “He [Mr. 
I.] had endeavored to supply the omission by an 
amendment directing a reference to the committee 
on manufactures, but was cut off by the sudden and 
prompt application of the saAtoge question. Why 
was this, asked, Mr. 1.? 1s this qnestion of the ta- 
riff to be shunned and avoided like the ghost of 
abolition? Are the industrious classes of the com- 
munity to be deprived of a hearing on this floor? 
Why object to the printing of the memorial now 
presented? Why not refer all such memorials to 
the committee on manufactures, that being the ap- 
propriate committee? Why not throw the respon- 
sibility on that committee, and let them investigate 
the subject? If it is inexpedient to act upon this 
question at the present session, let the committee 
say so. Even if the house is precluded from action 
now, that is no reason why the intervals of leisure 
afforded by the discussion and consideration of other 
topics could not be appropriately occupied by the 
committee in the investigation of this subject. He 
believed it was conceded by the opponents of a 
protective tariff that, in the adjustment of duties on 
imports for mere revenue purposes, incidental pro- 
tection might be given to domestic industry by dis- 
criminating duties. He would ask if that very mat. 
ter of discrimination did not appropriately belong 
to the committee ou manufactures, and he would 
appeal to the liberality even of those opposed on 
principle to the protective system to treat this ques- 
lion with the same fairness which they accorded to 
other questions. 


Mr. Pickens submitted to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania how, in making this appeal to the 
liberality of the gentlemen from the south, he could 
reconcile the distinction raised by the gentleman 


from Massachusetts between free labor and slave 
labor, &e. 


Mr. Irwin said it would be unbecoming in him 
'o offer any explanation as to the meaning of the 
Veuerable gentleman from Massachusetts, whilst 
that gentleman was here so ready and willing to ex- 
Plain his own meaning. I[t would be presuimptous 
in him, (Mr. 1.) and he would not atteinpt it. 


Mr. Inwitn resumed. He could assure gentle- 
hen that all attempts to give this question the go- by 
Would prove futile. The manufacturers and me- 
chanics and working men of the country would be 
heard. They never would consent that their peti- 
“ions and memorials praying the consideration of 





congress to subjects in which they feel a deep in- 
terest, should meet the fate of abolition petitions, 
when their workshops were closed and ail branches 
of domestic industry languishing for want of the 
fostering care of government. ‘The question could 
not be long evaded. It would have to be met within 
a short period, at the next session at farthest. The 
period limited by what was called the compromise 
act was close at hand: an act manifestly in viola- 
tion of popular sentiment—against the know sentl- 
ments of a large majority of the people of these U. 
States, and caused by the threat and menace of a 
small minority of those people. He, (Mr. Irwin), 
would fail in his duty to the manufacturing and in- 
dustrious constituents whom he had the honor to 
represent, if he did not protest against the course 
which gentlemen of all. parties seemed disposed to 
pursue on this, to them, anc to the whole country, 
most important question. Whenever the opportu- 
nity would be afiorded, it was his intention to move 
a reference of that part of the president’s message 
which related to the tariff and duties on imports to 
the committee on manufactures. He would ask, at 
the same time, that all petitions on those subjects 
now laid on the table might have the same ap- 
propriate reference. If this reasonable proposition 
should be voted down, he now gave notice of his 
intention, at the proper time, to introduce a resolu- 
tion which gentlemen might consider a test ques- 
tion, and which he believed could not be evaded. 
He was the last man to desire the introduction of 
any embarrassing topic at the present session, but 
he could not close his eyes to the obvious demands 
of duty upon him as the representative of a hard- 
working, honest and industrious people. Gentle- 
men had spoken of what was going on in England 
on the subject of protective duties. It was true that 
lord John Russell had introduced a bill for the mo- 
dification of the corn laws, proposing a reduction 
of duties, it was said, equivalent to fifty per cent. 
It was at least doubtful whether the ministry would 
be successful or fall a sacrifice to that measure, if, 
indeed, the measure itself originated in sincerity. 
Who could tell what would be its practical effect 
on the manufacturing and agricultural interests of 
this country? Not one man in all this nation. The 
effect, many feared, would be the entire prostration 
of American industry, and the arraying against our 
manufacturing interests other interests which hither- 
to had been united tothem. Who, in this nation, 
could foresee the end of the agitation now going on 
in Great Britain on the subject ofher corn laws? It 
might end like the famous controversy about free 
trade iv that country years ago. 

Gentleman would recollect the famous rallying 
cry of **Huskinson and free trade” which British 
manufacturers and British merchants spread even 
on this side of the Atlantic, with the view of affect- 
ing the decision of this very question on a former 
occasion. When the American compromise bill 
passed, said Mr. 1. we heard no more of British 
free trade. It remains to be seen whether all this 
agitation and excitement on the subject of the corn 
laws, on the other side of the Atlantic, have not 
their origin in kindred motives, and are not intend- 
ed to work similar results in this country. He trust- 
ed that the motion to print the memorial would pre- 
vail, 


Mr. Botts rose and said that he knew of no 
practical good that could result from this debate, 
and as there was no important business before the 
house and there was a good deal before the commit- 
tee of ways and means that might be matured pro- 
bably in the course of three or four hours, if the house 
would afford an opportunity, and then be proposed 
for the action of the house to-morrow, he would 
move an adjournment. 


Mr. Apams asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Borrts said as he had made his motion sim- 
ply for the purpose of affording the committee of 
ways and means an opportunity to prepare busi- 
ness for the action of the house, he would withdraw 
his motion to adjourn, and move the previous ques- 
tion on the motion to print, 

[Cries of “That is it!” 

But the house, by ayes 79, noes 90, refused to 
second the demand. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

July 22. Mr. Smith, of Indiana, presented a pe- 
tition of citizens of Dearbon county, in that state, 
praying congress for the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law this session, 

Mr. Tallmadge presented petitions for the same 
object, froin New York, and Reading, Berks coun- 
ty, Pa. , 





_—--~ 


The following resolution submitted, yesterday, by 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, was adopted: 
Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury prepare 
and lay before the senate, a list of all articles imported 
and subject to a duty of less than 20 per cent. ad valorem 
under the existing laws; and, also, restricting the rate 
of duties paid on each, and the amount. of duties paid 
on each class of these articles, in 1837, 1838 and 1839, 


with the whole value of these articles imported in each 
of these years. 


The resolution of Mr. Benton was. adopted, re- 
questing the president of the United States to com- 
municate to the senate the proceedings and report 
of the commissioners appointed to examine into the 
conduct of contractors and agents on the public 
buildings. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Hender- 
son was adopted, calling on the navy department 
to prepare and lay before the senate, at as early a 
day as possible, at the next session of congress, a 
report on the necessity and propriety of a naval de- 
pot and navy yard at the Gulf of Mexico. 

The bill to change the place of trial of general 
Gratiot, was taken up, and after considerabie de- 
bate, the question on its passage was negatived; 
yeas 19, nays 26. 

According to notice of yesterday, Mr. Berrien 
moved to take up the bankrupt bill. He said that 
public attention had been directed anxiously to this 
measure,as appeared from the numerous memorials 
presented since they had been in session. The bill 
was the same as that introduced at an anterior ses- 
sion, with a single change as to the limitation of the 
time it was to be in force. It contained two prin- 
ciples; the one relating to voluntary bankrupt, and 
applicable to all persons without limit to the amount 
of indebtedness; and the other compulsory, and ap- 
plicable to merchants, retailers, bankers, factors, 
brokers, underwriters and marine insurers, the 
amount of whose debt must not be less than $2,000. 

The motion was then carried, the bill. taken up, 
and read through by sections, the objects of which, 
Mr. B. severally ana briefly explained. 

A debate arose on the fifth section, Mr. Barrow 
inquiring if its provisions were not in conflict with 
those of the second, which was important to Loui- 
siana, as proteeting the rights of married women and 
minors, under their peculiar system. 

After explanation on this by Messrs. Berrien, 
Huntington, Walker and Barrow, no amendment 
being made, the remainder of the bill was read, and 
one or two slight modifications adopted. 

The bill was about being reported to the senate, 
when Mr. Nicholson said he intended, if offered by 
no one else, to move an amendment, to include 
within the provisions of the bill, all banks, whether 
incorporated or not. But as he bad not prepared it, 
on motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, with a view to 
give time for the preparation of amendments, the 
senate wentinto execulive session; and, after which, 
adjourned. 

July 23. Resolutions were submitted by Messrs. 
Phelps and Henderson, which lie over one day. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported house bill making appropriations for 
fortifications and for the prevention and suppression 
of Indian hostilities, without amendment. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bankrupt bill, as the general order. 

Mr. Nicholson moved to amend the bill, so as to 
include incorporations within its provisions. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, suggested to the senator 
that he had better modify his proposition so as to 
exclude such corporations az were owned wholly or 
in part by states. 

Mr, Nicholson then sent to the chair the follow- 
ing proviso, to come in the 21st line of the first sec- 
tion of the bill: 

“Provided, That all banking corporations, except 
those in which the stock is owned wholly or in pait 
by a state, or for which a state is responsible, char- 
tered for the purpase of issuing notes or other evi- 
dences of debt, to be put in circulation as money, 
shall be liable to become bankrupt according to this 
act.”’ 

Mr. Nicholson advocated the amendment at some 
length. He had made the modification at the sug- 
gestion of his friend from Alabama, but he had not 
the slightest doabt of the power of congress to in- 
clude all. banks. The evil this sought to remedy 
had been extensively felt in more than two-thirds 
of this union, in which the currency was different 
either in kind or value. The amendment he had 
proposed would reach the evil by holding ont to 
every bank the certainty of its dissolution in case of 
suspension. 

Mr. Benton attached immense importance to the 
atinendment. The opinion in regard to embracing 
corporations in a bankrupt bill was a growing one. 
He contended that they came within the provisions 
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mate business the perils of banking. He insisted 
that the effect of such a provision would be to sepa- 
yate the sound banks from the rotten ones, and would 
act as a better regulator than any national institution 
possibly couid do. 

Mr. Woodbury could see no reason why natural 
persons should be subject to all the penalties of this 
law, and artificial persons should not. He quoted 
Mr. Appleton’s opinion in favor of the application 
of such a law, as most likely to be more effectual 
in preventing specie payments than any other mea- 
sure whatever. 

Mr. Williams pointed to the state of Maine, where 
the bankrupt law of the state was in force against 
banks, to which he, in a great measure, attributed 
their present soundness. 

Mr. Sevier contended that the subject belonged 
wholly to the states, and that for this government 


to undertake to do what the states had not done, 


was an implication that the states had not acted cor- 
rectly; and he for one would not sanction it by his 
vote. 

Mr. Berrien replied at length against the adoption 
ofthe amendment. He thought difficulties might 
occur in arranging the details. and the classing of 
judicial interests with the state and United States 
courts. Another insuperable objection was that the 
banks were Jaboring under embarrassments, from 
the present prostrate condition of commerce, and 
the provisions of this act could not be extended to 
them without acting on the whole indebted commu- 
nity. , 

Mr. Walker said this had ever been a favorite 
measure with him, since its first suggestion in 1837. 
There was no danger of the clashing of individual 
interests, because the bankrupt law would override 
the state laws, and it was for that purpose it was 
needed to give uniforinity to its action. 

Mr. Bayard moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out the words “except those in which the 
stock is owned wholly or in part by a state, or for 
which a state is responsible,” giving his reasons 
therefor at some length. 

Mr. Henderson followed at some length, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, had some scruples as te 
the power of the general governmeht to interfere 
with institutions emanating from states, but when 
it was sought to enlarge their powers he must at 
once oppose the amendment. 

Mr. Smith, of Con. said that where the powers of 
the state and general governments were in conflict 
under this act, the state must yield. He thought 
this the time, above all others, for the insertion of 
such a provision in the bill. 

Mr. Benton said many of his friends were not pre- 
pared to vote on this amendment, and he would pro- 
pose that it be printed, and lie over till to-morrow 
tnorning. 

Mr. Berrien said the matter had been repeatedly 
before the senate, and as they were much behind 
the house, he hoped no delay would be made. 

Mr. Benton then moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, which was carried: ayes 20, noes 17. 

Mr. Clay then gave notice that he should move 
to take up the bank bill to-morrow. 

Mr. Tullmadge moved to go into executive ses- 
Sion. 

Mr. Clay moved to take up the bankrupt bill now; 
and on that called the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Tallmadge withdrew his motion, and the 
qustion being on the motion to take up the bank- 
rupt bill, Mr. Clay appealed to the friends of the bill 
to suffer them to go on with it now, and not wait in 
this manner for the various amendments, greatly re- 
tarding the bill, as they had a mass of business on 
their table. 

The question was then taken, and the senate de- 
cided to take up the bill, by yeas 26, nays 22. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment offered by Mr. Bayard, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YE AS—Messts. Allen, Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker. Williams, Wvodbridge—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Dixon, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouion, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Se- 
vier, Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—2z2, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bavard, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright—16. 

NAY S—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Choate, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Hotdetsott 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 


Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, | 


Tallmadge, Woodbridge—34. 

Mr. Tappan moved to adjourn: The lorg and 
exhausting sessions, and the heat of the weather, 
were such as lo cause great weariness and lassitude. 
The motion was lost—17 to 23. 


Mr. Wright then moved to strike out that clause 
rivileges allowed to married: 
women and minors, in the second section, cn the 
ground that it deprived the bill of that uniformity of 


which relates to the 


system which ought to belong to a general bank- 
rupt law. 
his amendment was opposed by Messrs. Hun- 

lington and Walker. . 

Mr. Mouton said, if this provision ‘was stricken 
out, he could not give his support to the bill. 

The question was then taken on striking out, and 
decided in the negative, as follows: | 

Y EAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—17 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of. Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Pres- 
ton, 
aes Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge 


‘Mr. McRoberts moved to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out “more than two months” from the second 
section, but it did not prevail. ; 

At the suggestion of Mr. Young, the bill was so 


amended as to exclude from the privileges of the act. 


all persons who had alien trusts confided to them. 
The bill having been reporied to the senate as 

amended, on the question that this bill be engrossed, 

Mr. Prentiss rose and delivered his views at some 


considerable length against the general features of 


the” bill, declaring it to favor the debtor interest 
alone, while that of the creditor was entirely over- 
looked. 

The question being taken on the engrossment, it 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 


head, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of 


Indiana, Southard, ‘Tallmadge, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, Woodbridge, Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, King, Linn, McRoberis, Nicholson, Pierce, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Woodbury, Wright—22. 

Ard the senate adjourned. 

July 24. 
memorials asking the enactment of a bankrupt law. 
They were from cities and other portions of the in- 
terior of the states of N. York and Pennsylvania. 

The two resolutions subinitted yesterday by Mr. 
Phelps, calling for information in relation to our 
commercial intercourse with Sardinia and other 
countries, were takeh up and adopted. 

The bankrupt bill was then read athird time, and 
on the question, ‘shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. Tallmadge rose and spoke for upwards of an 
hour in favor of the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Buchanan followed at some considerable 
length against the principles of the bill and its de- 
tails. 

Mr. Walker followed in reply, contending, with 

reat earnestness, for the principles of the bill and 
its details. 

Mr. Berrien replied at length te the arguments 
of Mr. Buchanan, defending, with much zeal, the 
principles and details of the bill. 

Mr. Prentiss said, as the bill involved very im- 
portant principles, he would move that the question 
be taken by yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
passage of the bill, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Sunmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, White, Williams, Wood- 
bridge Young—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Graham, King, “Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Woodbury, Wright—23. 

Mr. Clay then moved to take up the bank bill, 
and requested that the question on agreeing with 
the committee on the several amendments should 
be taken separately on each. 

This motion having been agreed to, the question 
was taken, and several of the amendments were 
concurred in. 

The amendment to the 11th section having been 
read, viz: 

“Provided no assignment or transfer of stock 





shall at any time be made to others than citizens of 


Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Connécticut, Smith, of 


Mr. Tallmadge presented a bundle of 





———— 
the United States, or corporations and companie 

of the several states,-or of the United States and 
territories thereof; and, if otherwise made, the. Same 
shall be void, and the stock so unlawiully transfer. 
red shall be forfeited and accrue to the surplus fund 
of the bank.”’ 

_ Mr. Clay said he could not on full reflection 
agree to that amendment. It was putting a restric. 
tion on the holder, which wonid impair the value 
of his property. He thought the other provisions 

which forbid foreigners and foreign corporations 
from taking any stock, were amply sufficient with. 
out the insertion of this-proviso. The bill already 
contained.almost every possible restriction, and yet 
threats of war had been made on it from the othe; 
side. He hoped this amendment would not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. Walker declared that ‘to confine the takin 
of stock to citizens of the United States would be 
rendered entirely nugatory if this provision were 
abandoned. What difference did it make if the 
stock was allowed to be sold by owners to foreign. 
ers, and what guard would the other proviso be jf 
American owners could sell to them at pleasure? 
None whatever, And this clause was put in ex. 

ressly for the’ purpose of forbidding such sale. 

he senator from Kentucky had made some ally. 
sion to threats of war on the bank, and he cou|j 
tell that senator that if it is to be made, it would be 
much more likely, and there would be much stron. 
ger ground for it, if the bank should be in posses. 
sion of British stockholders, and in that event jt 
would be more easily vanquished. 

Mr. Huntington made some observations; when 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, demanded the yeas and 
nays on the proposition. 

The question stood for striking out 24, against 
it 26. 

The following amendment to the 17th section 
having been read— 


“Giving to any number of stockholders of sai 
bank not less than ten, and to their agents or attor- 
neys in fact, the privilege in such examination to 
inspect any and all private and individaal accounts, 
dealings, and accommodations with said bank and 
ils several offices of discount and deposite.” 

Mr. Clayton hoped the ainendinent would not be 
concurred in, and pointed out the effects likely to 
ensue from its adoption. 


Mr. Walker said this amendment was made on 
his motion, and had been concurred in by the whig 
side of the senate. If there was any one subject on 
which the whigs were more united than on another, 
it was on this very provision. Could it be possible 
that, after all the abuses which experience had 
shown to have sprung from the want of such a fea- 
ture inacharter, it could now be voted down?— 
Unless gentleinen intended that all the proceedings 
of the bank should be veiled in secrecy and myste- 
ry, they would not interfere with that proposition. 

Mr. Clay said that the evils which gentlemen 
seemed to fancy could not occur. If there was any 
bank bill which came within a hundred miles of 
the present in point of guards and restrictions, he 
should like to see it. What did the prior clause of 
the section say? Had not the head of the treasury 
the right to inspect books, papers, and even ac- 
counts of individuals? Was not the condition of 
the bank to be published monthly? And were not 
the bank and its branches open at all times to the 
free and unrestricted inspection of a committee of 
either house of congress, committee of the stock- 
holders, and to each and all the directors of the 
bank? And yet senators talk of ‘‘shrouding in se- 
crecy! veiling in mystery,” when the present char- 
ter had outstripped all that had ever preceded it, 
in the care taken to prevent every abuse. By the 
amendment as it stood, any number of stockhold- 
ers not less than ten, and owning only a single 
share of stock, which might have been obtained 
only the day before, have the right to go into an ex- 
amination of all the private dealings of the bank. 
Such a clause would place the institution complete- 
ly at the disposal of its enemies. Persons, from 
whim, caprice or malice, could derange or inter- 
rupt its furictions. He would therefore move to 
inodify the amendment so as to insert after the 
word ten, ‘‘who shall hold in their own right five hun- 
dred shares of said bank, and shall have held the samé 
three months prior thereto,” 


Mr. Walker said that the amendment had ‘been 
placed where it stood after a solemn argument in 
the committee. Now, the proposition was to opet 
the examination to the rich and wealthy stockhol- 
der, but nottothe poor. Before an examination can 
be made the stockholders must own $5,000 worth 
of stock, while ter individuals with one or more 
share only could not have that privilege. Why 
make the rich sfockholder more powerful than he 
was? Why make so odious a discrimination, 40 
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one 80 directly at war with the genius and spirit of 
our institutions? Why not leave it open to all? He 
.hould demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Clay. ‘The poor! the poor! were to be abridg- 
od of theirrights! How'so? Was it to be supposed 
that any fen stockholders who might get hold of a 


: single share for the purpose of prying into private 


accounts of individuals, or of destroying the insti- 
tution, would be permitted todo so? What mer- 
chant, what business man, would keep his accounts 
or make his deposites in such an institution, under 
such circumstances?) The object was not as the 
senator had supposed, to prevent examination; but 
hedid not desire to see the amount so small that 
any speculator or his agent should have the power 
to examine into the concerns of the bank for sinister 

urposes. The senator from Mississippi was mis- 
taken in supposing that each one of the stockhol- 
devs should hold five hundred shares; it what that 
amount in their aggregate capacity; it was necessa- 
ry that amount should be represented before such 
examination was made; and any stockholders hav- 
ing cause for fear could at any time associate to- 

ether—that was, any nine of them could associate 
with one, if they pleased, so as to secure the ob- 
ject. The principle of his amendment came from 
tbe uther house; the popular, the democratic branch. 

Mr. Walker was not aware that the other branch 
had adopted the feature. 

Mr, Clay said it was iu the bill before that body. 

The question on the amendment being taken, the 
vote stood as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Porter, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young 
—265. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Clay now expressed a hope that the entire 
amendment would: be rejected. 

Mr. Porter had voted for the amendment. He 
had some experience in relation to the banking 
p.inciple, and he thought the principle of publicity 
a very salutary one; but he was not aware at the 
time of the abuse to which it might be subjected. 
He would move to modify the amendment so as to 
insert after the word ten, *‘each of whom shall hold 
not less than five shares.”’ 

Mr.. Walker professed himself satisfied with the 
inodification, and it was adopted. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment as amended, and decided in the ne- 
galive as follows: 
~ YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton. Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nichdlson, Pierce, 
Porter, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith, of Inda. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—26. 

So the amendment was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate then ad- 
journed. 

July 26. Mr. Sevier presented a letter from the 
secretary of war in relation to the claim of a Choe- 
taw Indian now in this city, praying for the confir- 
ination of certain land titles to that tribe. 

Mr, Cluy, of Ky. presented a petition signed by 
many respectable inhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ington, who Were men of business, calling the at- 
tention of congress to the business condition of the 
District of Columbia, owing to the state in which 
the banks of the District were left by the late ad- 
ministration, and respectfully asking the recharter 
of the banks of the District for a limited time. 

The bank bill was then taken up, the question 

being on the further concurrence with the amend- 
nents of the committee. 
_ The amendment providing that the bank shall not 
increase. the amount of debts due to it when the 
notes exceed three times the ainount of specie in its 
vaults, was, on motion of Mr. Clay, of Ky. modifi- 
ed so as to provide thatthe bank shall not knowingly 
increase the amount of debts due-to it, when the 
hotes in circulation exceed three times the amount 
Of specie in its vaults; and whenever such excess 
takes place, it shall be the duty of said corporation to 
return to this proportion, with as lillle delay as will be 
safe and practicable. 

Che amendment was opposed by Messrs. Clay 
and Huatington, and advocated by Messrs. Walker, 
Clay, of Ala. and Linn. 





The question was thea taken, and the amendment [ 
of the committee rejected, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhonn, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierve, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of | 
Connecticut, Sturgean, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky; Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 


head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 


Mr. Clay opposed the amendment in the same 
fundamental rule, providing that no note or bill of 
which any member of either house of congress of 
the United States, is maker, drawer, endorser, ac- 
ceptor, or otherwise a party, shall be discounted. 

Mr. Walker said, to remove the senator’s objec- 
tions, he would propose a modification, to provide 
that no note should be discounted by a member of 
congress. Would the senator compromise? He had 
before compromised, and on this ground they might 
now meet. 

Mr. Clay, said it would be a great improvement, 
but the amendment would still be open to objec- 
tion, as an unreasonable interdiction to members of 
congress. He would vote for the amendinent, if the 
senator would offer it, though he should be after- 
wards obliged to vote against the whole amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Walker then moved to strike out the amend- 
ment and insert, the proviso, that no note or bill 
shall be discounted for auy member of either house 
of congress. 

Mr. Buchanan said no member of congress ought 
to be a borrower at this bank, and he was willing to 
interdict them in this manner, which was but a 
small injury to them, as there were many other 
banks at which they might borrow. If this power 
was given, the directors would assist each other in 
making loans. 

Mr. Clay said the directors of the bank were not 
to have any loans, and therefore they would have 
no sympathy with the directors of the branches. 

Mr. Buchanan advocated the amendment at some 
length. 

Mr. Cuthbert dwelt on the propriety of the majo- 
rity adopting the arnendments, of a just nature, of- 
fered by the opposition, in order to avoid all idea of 
the bank being a political institution. 

By general consent, the amendment of the com- 
mittee was modified by adopting, unanimously, the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Walker, wlio then, at 
some length, advocated the anendment as modified. 

Mr. Benton read from the report of the investiga 
tion of the proceedings of the late bank, a state- 
ment showing the amount of its loans to members 
of congress, editors of newspapers, &c. 

Mr. Clay farther opposed the amendment. What 
was the principle contained in it? It was that mem- 
bers of congress should not share in the benefits of 
an institution to be created by their votes. On the 
same principle, it might be supposed that.they vot- 
ed to reduce the tariff, for the purpose of getting 
their clothing cheaper. 

Messrs. Cuthbert and Linn advocated the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Pierce said the only hope to this country 
}was in repeal. The amendments were to be voted 
down. He referred to loans of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars in one year, and three hundred thou- 
sand in another, by the old bank to members of 
congress. 

Mr. Clay said that the greater part of the loans 
were made by those opposed to the bank. 

Mr. Buchanan had no doubt of that. 

The question was then taken; and the amendment 
as modified concurred in, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Lian, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pany Walker, Williams Woodbury, Wright, Young— 
25 


NAYS—Meessrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Grabam, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of Ind, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—24. 

The question then being on the amendment of 
the committee, providing “that the entire liabilities 
of any one director of any of said offices to said 
corporation may exist to an ainount not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars,” after a few remarks in its sup- 
port by Messrs. Benton and Culhbert, it was adopted 
by the following vote: | 


Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberis, Mouton, Ni- 
cholson, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Con. 


YEAS~—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, } 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Sinith, of Ind. 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—24. 

After a concurrence in various others, the amend- 
ineuts of the cofnmittee were gone through. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, offered an amendment, 
the object of which was to allow payment of sub- 
scriptions of stock in the bank to be made in certi- 
ficates of stock, issued under the act entitled ‘san 
act authorising a loan not exceeding twelve millions 
dollars.” This amendment was adopted without a 
division. 

Mr. Clay offered several verbal amendments con- 
sequental on this, which were adopted, 

Mr. Hunlington renewed his motion for amend- 
ment made in committee, providing that no notes 
of less denomination than five (instead of ten) dol- 
lars shall be issued. He advocated this at some 
length. 

After discussion by Messrs. Woodbury, Bayard, 
Tappan, Buchanan, Huntington, Sevier and Hender- 
son, the amendment was lost by an equal vote, as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evaus, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, ‘Tallmage, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun 
Choate, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn. 
MoRuborts, Mouse, Nicholson. Hiegon: Rives, Sevier, 

immons, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappa; 

Williams, Woodbury, Wrighi, rane ey — 

Mr. Walker offered his amendment which was 
ordered to be printed some days since, to strike out, 
at page 14, from line 16th to 20th the provision that 
three directors shall be appointed by the president, 
and insert a proviso, that during the next session of 
congress four directors shall be appointed by con- 
gress—two by the house of representatives, to be 
chosen at the same ballot, each member being per- 
mitted to vote for one director only, and the two 
persons having the highest number of votes to be 
declared elected; and two directors to be chosen in 
like manner by the senate, and the four directors to 
be appointed in the same manner, on the first Mon- 
day of January of every year, during the existence 
of said cororation. 

This, being advocated by Mr. Walker and op- 
posed by Mr. Cluy, was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Stur- 
geon, Waker, Williams, Whight,—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard 
Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, Clay, of Alabama. 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Connecticut 
Smith, of Indiana, Talimadge, ‘l'appan, White Wood- 
bridge—.5. , f 

Mr. fayard moved to amend the amendment, 
by strikng out the words “debts due, and becoming 
due to sid bank,”’’ and insert the words “the dis- 
counts,loans and other investments, bearing interest 
of- saidbank,” (which should never at any time ex- 
ceed th: amount of capital stock paid in, and seven- 
ty-five.er cent advance thereon. 

Alte some conversation by Messrs. Bayard, 
Simmois and Buchanan, the amendmeut was reject- 
ed, wibout a division. 

_ Mr. Linn moved to insert, at page 14, line 52, the 
followig: “and no person who was president or 
directo of the old Bank of the United States, dur- 
ing thetime of the government directors were ex- 
cluded rom knowledge or participation in the affairs 
of thesaid bank, and shall have concurred in said 
excluson or in the measures of the bank producing 
curtailnent, panic or pressure, in 1833 and 1834. 
shall wer be a director or agent of this bank or any 
of itsosranches.”’ ; 

Ths was supported by Mr. Linn, and opposed b 
Mr. lay. It was rea Casali gs follows: r 

YIAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
- —_— eton oe Mekanerts, Mouton, Ni- 
cholsn, Pierce, Sevier, Smi Cc scticut, ‘l'apps 
Wolbary Wrehe ie mth, of Connecticut, ‘T'appan, 

N.YS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard 
Berrn, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon. Evans. 
Grahm, Henderson, Huntington, .Kerr, Mangum, 
Meck, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Riys, Siminons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard Tall- 
mage, White, Woodbridge—28, ; 

Ir. McRoberts moved to insert, at page 18th line 
53*‘and no person who wasa director of the old 
Bak of the United States, or a director at the time 
th committee of the house of representatives wag 
reised leave to examine said bank, shall ever be 
elsible to the place of director, president, or officer 
othis bank or any of its branches; nor shall any per- 
sa be re-eligible who shall have voted for any wil- 














Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
| Wright, Young—27. 
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vious service therein; and every person appointed 
director of this bank, or any of its branches, shall 
take and subscribe an oath, in duplicate, declaring 
that he has not wilfully concurred in any violation 
of this act; and all false swearing therein shall be 
held and deemed wilful and corrupt perjury, and be 
punishable therefor.” . 

Mr. Clay hoped. this bill of attainder would meet 
the fate of its predecessor. He would as soon vote 
for it on principle, as to vote to take these men up, 
and try and hang them without judge or jury. 

Mr. MeRoberis said the anendment did not go as 
far as to hang them, but disapprobation to some de- 
gree ought to be expressed against: them. 

The amendment was lost, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 
S-nith, of Conn. Tappan, Wvodbury, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Mernck, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
‘l'allmadge, White, Woodbridge—28. 

Mr. Benton moved to insert at the 84th page, 9th 
line, alter the word **bank,” ‘‘and so much of the 
constitution of the United States, and so much of 
the laws of the United States, and so much of every 
treasury regulation as are applicable to the public 
moneys in the treasury of the United States, shall 
be held and taken to apply to said moneys when 
deposited or plated in said bank or branches.” 

Mr. Clay said a previous section of the bill pro- 
vided that money deposited in this bank shall be 
taken to be in the treasury, liable to be taken out 
only by check. 

The amendment was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of. Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright—21. . 

NAYS-—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. ‘Tallmadge, White, 
W oodbridge--27. 

Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, moved to insert at 
page 21, line 124, a provision that no loan should 
be made by said bank, or any of its branches, to any 
individual, company, corporation or state, of a lar- 
ger amount than ten thousand dollars, so long as any 
applications are pending or rejected of a less amount, 
on good notes, or bills of exchange which are suffi- 
ciently secured. 

This was rejected, by the following vot: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchatan, Cal- 
hour, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walke:, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porte, 
tiss, Preston, Sitmmons, Smith, of Indiana, Seuthar 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—28. :, 

Mr. Benton moved to add at the 20th page, line 
116, ‘nor sball any member of congress, duang the 
time that he is a member, or for two years thereaf- 
ter, be a stockholder in said bank or attoney or 
counsel to the bank, or any of its branches or be 
in any way emploved, or receive any compeisation 
from it, or any gratuity whatever.” 

This was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchana), Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lim, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, \V ood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ipyard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, )ixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, oe Kerr,Man- 
oum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter,Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Suth- 
ard, ‘Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—29. 

Mr. Tappan moved to add at the close of thi bill 
as an additional section, the following: 

“And he it further enacted, That this being aract 
to create a fiscal agent for the government of the {nit- 
ed States, congress hereby asserts the power undéthe 
constitution, to alter or repeal the same at pleasurdex- 
cept so far as it provides for the payment of the Itns 
that may be contracted under its provisions. 

To this, Mr. Walker otfered the following amed- 
ment: **And provided, that no privet shall be p- 
prived of any yroperty held under said act by sith 
alteration or repeal, in any manner repugnant to je 
5th article of the amendments to the constitutiomp! 
the United States.”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was rejec 
withont a division; and the question then being 
the amendmentof Mr. Tappan, this was rejected 


YEAS—Messrs.. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cai- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert,Fulion, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—21. © 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choat, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington,, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—28. 

Mr. King moved to insert a prohibition of loans 


or discounts to the president of the United States, | 


the vice president, to the heacs of any of the exe- 
cutive departments, the postmaster general, and at- 
torney general of the United States included, or to 
any judge of the supreme court. 

After a. brief diseussion, by Messrs. King and 
eae this amendment was tegatived, as fol- 
ows: 3 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRobeits, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 


of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—-23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 


Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
W ood bridge—27. 


Mr. King suggested to the senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Morehead), as the amendments were 
completed, to suffer the bill now to be engrossed to 
a third reading, as this would cut off further amend- 
ments that might arise to hinder the bill, and on the 
question of the third reading of the bill the whole 
subject would be open for discussion, He was pre- 
prepared to take the vote on the engrossment now, 
and thus they would be enabled sooner to take the 
question on its final passage. 

A further conversation took place, in which 
Messrs. Calhoun and King desired the question now 
to be taken on the engrossment; and Messrs. Clay, 
of Keatucky, and Morehead declined binding them- 


selves, and positively cutting off all amendments, as 


they, the friends of the bill, were responsible for it, 
and in the haste in which they had gone through it, 
they might have passed over some necessary amend- 
ments. They would agree to fix any hour to-mor- 
row which the opponents of the bill would agree 
to, say twelve o’clock, when the debate should cease, 
and the question be taken on the amendments, if 
any, and on the final passage of the bill. 

Ou motion of Mr. Berrien the senate then ad- 
journed. 

July 27. Mr. Young presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Illinois, in relation to the 
abolition of slavery, not only in the states and ter- 
ritories, but depreciating any foreign influence in 
the matter, or any union of church and state. The 
motion to receive ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Allen presented a memorial from citizens of 
Belmont, remonstrating against a national bank, as- 








follows: 


Pren-| Sumption of state debts, protective tariff, and the 
d, distribution of public lands. 


Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of the anti- 
slavery society of Pennsylvania in favor of abolish- 
ing slavery in the District of Columbia. Motion to 
receive ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a number of citizens of Pittsburg, Penn- 
sylvania praying the establishment of a national 
bank and branches in the several states. 

Mr. Preston asked leave to introduce a bill, the 
subject matter of which did not come within the 
scope of business laid down for action at the pre- 
sent session; but such was the condition of the bu- 
siness under the commission to carry into effect the 
provisions of the treaty with Mexico, that be hop- 
ed the introduction of the bill would be admitted by 
general consent. 


Leave having been granted, Mr. P. introduced a 
bill to amend the act entitled an act to carry into 
effect the provisions of the treaty with Mexico. 
Twice read and referred to the committee on foreign 
relations. 


Mr. Tappan, by general consent, introduced a 
joint resolution for a distribution of a certain num- 
ber of copies of the Digest of Patents; which was 
made the special order for Friday next. 


Mr. Benton sent an amendment to the chair, 
which he meant to offer when the duty bill came 
up. He said gentlemen had been hunting up every 
thing for taxation except physic and gew-gaws. It 
was ordered to be printed. 

The bill to establish the fiseal bank was then ta- 
ken up. 

Mr. Morehead rose and delivered his views in fa- 
vor of the bill in a speech of upwards of two hours’ 
length. 

Messrs, Calhoun, Allen, Benion and others re- 
joined. 


oes 








. ; ; — 
Mr. Simmons then moved to reconsider the Vole 


of yesterday on the proposition to liinit the issye of 
notes of not less denomination than $5. He had 
voted in the negative, but fiom conversations wis; 
his friends, it wae thought desirable in the my 
sent state of the currency, to make the Proposed 
change. 

_Mr. Huntington briefly explained the object j, 
view, 

When the motion to reconsider was taken by Yeas 
and nays, and decided as follows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard 
Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Grahay, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mi’ 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim. 
mons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White 
W oodbridge— 27. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, (Ca). 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams’ 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

The amendment was opposed by Mr. Benton, and 
advocated by Mr. Smith, of Indiana. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Huntingion’s amendment, and decided in the 
affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard 
Berrien, Clay: of Ky. gg “ey Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mii. 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim. 
mons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
W oodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood. 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

Mr. Clay then addressed the senate at some con- 
siderable length in favor of the following amend. 
ment; which was to strike out a portion of the 161) 
fundamental rule, and to insert the following: 

‘*And the said directors may also establish one or 
more competent offices of discount and deposite in 
any territory or district of the United States, and in 
any state with the assent of such state; and when 
established, the said office or offices shall not be re- 
moved or withdrawn by the said directors prior to 
the expiration of the charter, without the previous 
assent of congress: Provided in respect to any state 
which shall not, at the first session of the legisla- 
ture thereof held after. the passage of this act, by re- 
solution or other usual legislative proceeding, uticon- 
ditionally assent or dissent to the establishment of 
such office or offices within it, the assent of the said 
state shall thereafter be presumed; and provided, 
nevertheless, that when it shall become necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution any of the 
powers granted in the constitution, to establish an 
office or offices in any of the states whatever, and 
the establishment whereof shall be directed by law, 
it shall be the duty of the said directors to establish 
such office or offices accordingly.” 

Mr. Rives followed at great length against the 
amendment, 


Mr. Preston addressed the senate in favor of the 
amendment, 


Messrs. Calhoun, Walker and Buchanan each 
spoke at length in opposition to it. 

Mr. Clay rejoined, and was followed by Mr. Rives 
in reply at very considerable length; when the ques- 
tion was taken on the adoption of the amendment, 
and decided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, ‘T'apan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—24. 

Here there was cries ‘‘question on engrossment— 
question on engrossment.” 


The question being then taken, the vote stood for 
engrossinent as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, J The Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. — 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives: 
Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, Wiliams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—24. 

The senate then adjourned, after a protracted ses- 
sion of seven hours. 

July 28. ‘The chair laid before the senate a mes- 
sage from the president of the United States, en- 
closing a communication from the department © 
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state; Wi relation to arrearages of the outfite for di- 
* jomatic agents of the government. 

P Mr. Preston, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reported a bill to amend the act to carry into 
effect the provisions of the treaty with Mexico. 

This, after some conversation by Messrs. Bu- 
chanan, Preston and Woodbury, was passed. 

Onmotion of Mr. Preston, the bill from the house, 
making appropriations for various fortifications, for 
ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing In- 
dian hostilities, was taken up, and being read, was 
open for amendments. — bas ae : 

After an interesting discussion on the subject of 
fortifications, in which Messrs. Sevier, Preston, 
Pierce, Henderson, King, Burrow, Woodbury and 
Lint participated, Mr. Barrow moved to postpone 
the bill to Saturday next;. which motion was carried 
and the bill postponed accordingly. 

The fiscal bank bill having been reada third time, 
and on the question “shall this bill pass?” _ 

Mr. Benton rose to deliver his views against the 
amendment of Mr. Clay, which had been engrafted 
on the bill yesterday. He said, if the charter was 
brought before the supreme court by a writ of er- 
ror, it would be reversed at once. He said he 
would undertake to go into court with his writ, 
and return with a reversal as soon as the papers 
could be read. Mr. B concluded his remarks with 
a motion to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. Dixon replied to Mr. Benton, and controvert- 
ed his position that the amendment of Mr. Clay, of 
yesterday, surrendered the branching power to the 
states. He contended that, although there was no 
express power in the constitution authorising con- 
gress to incorporate a bank, with or without branch- 
es, or Within or without the District of Columbia, 
yet the same might be done by congress whenever 
they were convinced that such an institution would 
be necessary and proper in carrying into execution 
any of the express substantive powers conferred by 
the constitution on congress. 

He said it was the province of congress to deter- 
mine when that exigency had occurred, and whe- 
ther they determined at present or held the same 
for further consideration, it made no difference; the 
right was not surrendered, it was affirmed by its 
future contemplated action. They held the power, 
and would decide it according to the test suggested 
by general Harrison, in which all seemed to ac- 
quiesce; that he would sanction a bank when con- 
vinced that it was necessary and proper to execute 
the other powers of government; that congress still 
retains this power, and will order branches where- 
ver that necessity is proved to exist. 

Mr. White addressed the senate for some time as 
to his peculiar understanding of the amendment 
that had been adopted on yesterday. 

Mr. Woodbury made a brief remark in favor of 
postponing the bill. He pronounced it defect in 
detail, and said he hoped it would be postponed at 
least until a better could be matured. 

The qnestion was then taken on the indefinite 
1 ghia th and decided in the nagative, as fol- 
OWS: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of 
Conn. Sturgeon, Tapan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—21. 

AYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, ot Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—2s. 

[Cries of ‘question! question!’’] 

Mr. Henderson said he did not rise to make a 
speech, but simply a confession. If he had been pre- 
senton yesterday, he should have voted against the 
amendment, but he had withdrawn rather than vote 
against the proposition of those with whoin he had 
been politically associated. He was opposed to the 
Principle, the time, manner and occasion. He 
should vote for the passage of the bill. 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Ilenderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—26 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of 

onn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—23. 

As soon as the vote was announced, there was a 
very considerable sensation of applause tn the gal- 
tries, which occasioned one or two faint cries from 
below of «clear the galleries.” No attempt, how- 
€ver, was made to do so 


Mr. Merrick moved to take up the bill for the re- 
newal of the charters of the banks of this District; 
but, on motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate adjourn- 
ed. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, July 22. Mr. King wished to call up 
the resolution inquiring into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a line or lines of armed steamers, but 
Mr. Morgan objected. 

The house were then occupied during the whole 
session frum ten o’clock till two—in the discussion 
of the following resolution, yesterday reported from 
the committee on commerce, by Mr. Winthrop: 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members, not 
more than one of whom shall be from any one state, be 
appointed by the chair, to sit during the recess, for the 
purpose of taking evidence at the principal ports of en- 
try and elsewhere, as to the operation of the existing 
tariff system and rates of duties on imports, upon the 
manufacturing, agricultural and commercial interests 
of the country, and of procuring generally such infor- 
mation as may be useful to congress in any revision of 
the revenue laws which may be attempted at the next 
session. 

Mr. Gilmer concluded his remarks—against the 
resolution—begun yesterday. He concluded by 
moving to postpose till Monday week. 

Messrs. C. Brown, W. C. Johnson, Cushing and 
Nisbet addressed the house in defence of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Wise opposed the resolution, during ‘his 
hour,” and afterwards, in a series of interruptions 
and rejoinders to Mr. Nisbet. Between these two 
gentlemen the dispute assumed rather a personal 
character; and towards the close some violent per- 
sonal expressions fell from Mr. Wise, which were 
responded to by Mr. Nisbet—but the details of 
private disputes in public debate are not deemed 
worth giving. The occurrence made some confu- 
sion, and caused the house to adjourn sooner than 
usual—at two o’clock. 

A message was received from the president, an- 
nouncing that he had signed the loan bill. 

And then the house adjonrned. 

Friday, July 23. On leave given, Mr. Barnard 
presented the inemorial of the board of trade of the 
city of New York, praying for .a national bank; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. | 

Also, three petitions for a bankrupt law. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
report and resolution, heretofore presented by Mr. 

Winthrop, from the committee. on commerce, ap- 
pointing a committee to sit during the recess for 
taking evidence as to the operation of the existing 
systein and rates of duties on imports, upon the 
manufacturing, agricultural and commercial inte- 
rests of the country. 

And the question being on the motion to post- 
pone the further consideration of the resoJution un- 
til Monday week—the debate was continued at 
great length by Mr. Rhelt. 

Mr. R. having concluded, Mr. King, of Ga. ob- 
tained the floor. But the morning hour having 
expired, Mr. Fillmore requested the gentleman to 
waive his right to proceed to-day, in order that he 
might move that the house go into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union for the purpose 
of taking up the revenue bill. 


Mr. King said he thought that it would be better 
to proceed with the consideration of this resolution 
until the question was taken; but that, for the pur- 
pose of testing the sense of the house, he would 
yield to the suggestion of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Fillmore}. 


Mr. Fillmore then moved that the house resolve 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, for the purpose of taking up the revenue 
bill. -He thought that the debate, which had taken 
so wide a range on the resolution, might as well 
be continued in committee of the whole on the re- 
venue bill, as in the house on this resvlution. 


Mr. Cave Johnson inquired of the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means [Mr. Fillmore] whe- 
ther all the papers were printed. 

Mr. Fillmore said he had called at the printing 
office last night. He had there understood that the 
tables referred to yesterday had been furnished; 
they would be printed with all despatch and would 
probably be on the desks of the members very soon. 


Mr. King hoped that, as all the papers requisite 
to proper action upon the bill had: not been laid on 
the tables, the house would dispose of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays on 
going into committee; which were ordered, and, be- 
ing taken, were yeas 87, nays 106. 

By general consent, Mr. Underwood presented a 
memorial which was referred to the coramittee for 





the District of Columbia. 


And the question recurring on the motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the resolution 
above given, until) Monday week, the debate was 
continued by Mr. 7. B. King, who addressed the 
house in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. J. P. Kennedy (chairman of the committee 
on commerce) then made a powerful argument in 
favor of the resolution, in favor of a revision of the 
tariff, and in favor of a system of protective duties. 
He insisted that the compromise itself was based 
on the principle of protection. He was willing to 
sustain that compromise act if it should afford suffi- 
cient protection to our manufactures—he believed 
now that it would afford such protection—but if it 
should not, he did not hesitate to say that he would 
have it notwithstanding the compromise. He con- 
cluded with deprecating the further prolongation of 
the debate on this subject after two days thus occu- 
pied. He, therefore, with apologies for so doing, 
moved the previous question. 

Before the decision of the seconding the previ- 
ous question, a call of the house was ordered, and 
proceeded in until a large number of the absentees 
had reported themselves. 

A motion was then made to lay on the table, 
which was lost: yeas 88, nays L113. 

And the question being taken on seconding the 
motion for the previous question—there was a se- 
cond. Mr. Wise asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question; which were ordered, aud being 
taken, were yeas 101, nays 100. So the inain ques- 
tion was ordered to be now taken. | 

Mr. Turney asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered. 

And the main question being on the adoption of 
the resolution, was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babeoek, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, W. 
Butler, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clarke, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, W. C. 
Dawson, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Guggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvine, William 
W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lawrence, Linn, McKeon, Samson Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, 
Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, B. Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rousevelt, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stoke- 
ley, Stratton, Stuart; Summers, Taliaferro, R. W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Washington, E. D. 
White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—106. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 
son, Bidlack, Bowen, Boyd, A. V. Brown, M. Brown, 
C. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Cravens, Daniel, G. 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, De- 
berry, Dimock, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, 
Egbert, J..G. Floyd C. A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gor- 
don, Green,Gustine, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Houck, 
Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. McClel- 
lan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, J.T. Mason, Ma- 
thews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 
Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rencher, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, 'I'ur- 
ney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
Wise—104, } 

So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. Pickens, said the house was now far in ad- 
vance of the senate in its business. The tables re- 
lating to the revenue bill had not yet been furnish- 
ed; there was no business requiring immediate 
action; the weather was warm enough to melt man- 
kind—and he would therefore move that the house 
adjourn over until Mouday next. 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. And 
there being strong manifestations against the mo- 
tion in some parts of the hall—Mr. Pickens said 
that, as he did not desire to press the motion against 
what seemed to be the general sense of the house, 
he would withdraw it. 


Mr. Kennedy, of Md. renewed the motion, but, 
in compliance with the request of members around 
him, Mr. K. withdrew it. 

Mr. McKeon moved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken by which the resolution providing for 
the appointment of a select committee to inquire 
into the practical operation of the revenue laws had 
been adopted. Mr. McK. inoved that the house 





adjourn 
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The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, were: yeas 87, nays 115. So. the 
house refused to adjourn. ‘ 

And the question recurring on the motion to re- 
consider the vote on the said resolution—Mr. 
McKeon spoke in support of his motion, and gave 
notice of his intention, if it should prevail, to offer 
an amendment to the resolution. 

Mr. Stokeley replied briefly to some of the points 
of Mr. McKeon, and earnestly opposed the reconsi- 
deration. Vie . 

Proffit moved the previous question. Mr, Ray- 
ner asked Mr. P, to withdraw the motion. Mr. P. 
declined. , 

Mr. Weller moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion prevailing—the house adjourned. 

Saturday, July 24. Several petitions and memo- 
rials were, by general consent, presented and ap- 
propriately referred. — 

The unfinished business of yesterday was the 
motion of Mr. MeKeon, to reconsider the vote by 
which the house had adopted the resolution ap- 
pointing a committee to sit during the recess for 
taking evidence as-to the operation of the existing 
system and rates of duties on imports upon the ma- 
nufacturing, agricultural and commercial interests 
of the country. The pending question was on se- 
conding the motion of Mr. Profit for the previous 
question. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved a call of the house, 
and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered, and being taken, were: yeas 82, nays 
93. Soa call of the house was refused. 

And the question recurring on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, there was a second. 

Mr. J. Thompson Mason asked the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question; which were not or- 
dered. 

Aud the tnain question was ordered to be taken. 

The main question, ‘‘shall the vote be reconsi- 
dered?”? was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: 

Y SAS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, A. V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, M. Brown, Burke, Sampson 
Ii. Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldweil, P. 
C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 

ton, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. D. Da- 
vis, Dean, Deberry, Dimock, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
J.C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gilmer, W.O. Goode, 
Gordon, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkias, Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, 
Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew .Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, 
Lowell, A. .MeClellan McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, J. ‘T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, 
Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sumpter, 7. B, Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
son, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
Wise—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, 8. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Bur- 
nell, Calhoun, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Willian C. Daw- 
son, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Greig, Hall, Aal- 
sted, William 8. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, James Irvine, William W. Irwin, James, Jc hn 
P. Kennedy, King, Lawrence, Samson Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, 
Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Si- 
monton, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stratton, Smart, Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro, ‘Tillinghast, Toland, ‘Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Wallace, E. D. White, ‘Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. Williams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, A. Young, John Young--90. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 


And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution—Mr. Kennedy, of Md. moved to lay 
the resolution on the table; which motion having 
been azreed to, the resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas Buller King the house 
took up for consideration the following resolution, 
heretuiore reported by Mr. K. from the committee 
on naval affairs: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy is hereby 
directed to inquire into the expediency of aiding indi- 
viduals or companies in the establishment of lines of 
armed steamers between some of our principal north- 
ern and southern ports, and to foreign ports; to adver- 
use for proposals for the establishment of such lines as 
he may deem most inaporiant and practicable; and to 
report to this house at the next session of congress. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moyed to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

And the question being taken, the house refused 
to Jay the resolution on the table. 





And the question recurring on the adoption there- 
of, Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. i 1 1% 

Mr. Lewis Williams called for the reading of the 
resolution; which having been read, Mr. Irwin of- 
fered the following amendment: 

‘After the words ‘foreign ports,’ insert the words, 
‘and on the rivers Mississippi, Missouri, Obio and 
the lakes,’”’ 

And then insert, as additional resolutions, the 
following: _ | 

“Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be, and he 
is hereby, directed to inquire.and report to the next 
session of congress as to the expediency of purchasing 
and establishing a site for a ship-yard on the Ohio or 
Mississippi river, to serve as a depot for naval stores 
and to give the means for repairs. . pt et 

“Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the navy be also 
instructed to inquire and report as to the expediency of 
establishing depots for cval to be used in the naval ser- 
vice at Mobile, Pensacola, Key West and such other 
points as may be deemed Suitable.” : : 

Mr. Steenrod asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. ie 

Mr. Irwin addressed the house briefly in favor of 
his amendinent. Mr. I. having concluded; and the 
morning hour having expired within a few wi- 
nutes— 

Mr. Cushing moved that the house resolve itself 
into coinmittee of whole on the state of the union, 
with a view to take up the bill in relation to duties 
and drawbacks. His object was to give the chair- 
man of the committee of ways aud means.an oppor- 
tunity of making his opening statement; after which, 
as all the papers had not yet been furnished, he 
hoped the committee would rise and report pro- 
gress, and that the house would adjourn. 

Mr. Gilmer asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the motion, by 
ayes 115, noes not counted, was agreed to. 

So the house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Cushing, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair). 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the committee take up 
the bill in relation to duties and drawbacks, com- 
monly Known as the revenue bill. 

Mr, Pickens called for tellers on the motion; and 
they were ordered. 

And Messrs. Hopkins, of Virginia, and Young, of 
New York, were appointed in that capacity. 

Mr. Gilmer and Mr. Shields rose to inquire of the 
chairman of the committee of ways and means 
whether the tabular statements so much spoken 
of had been obtained? 

Mr. Fillmore. ‘They are not yet laid on our ta- 
bles. Mr. Shields inquired when they wight be ex- 
ected. 

; Mr. Fillmore said they might be expected every 
moment. He had sent for them. 

And the question on the motion of Mr, Fillmore 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, ayes 
90, noes 78. And the bill having been read through, 
was then read by sections; and the question being 
on the first section thereof, Mr. Fillmore, went into 
a succinct and lucid expose of the grounds of the 
bill, showing from the average results of the last 
four years, both in receipts and expenditures, com- 
pared with what inay justly be anticipated for four 
years to come, that there must be a large deficit in 
the treasury—on which assumption he strongly ar- 
wued the necessity for such an augmentation of du- 
ties as is proposed in the bill. 


Mr. F. had not concluded his remarks when the 
chairman apprized him that his hour bad expired, 
and gave the floor to Mr. Lawrence, of Pa. who 
moyed to amend the first section of the bill by in- 
cluding amongst the articles exonerated from the 
operation thereof, the articles of ‘tea and coffee.” 

Mr. L. then moved that the committtee_ rise; 
which motion prevailing, the committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 


Mr. Underwood moved -that the bill from the se- 
nate in relation to the census (now on the speaker’s 
table) be taken up and referred toa select commit- 
tee of seven members. 


Mr. Roosevell (remarking that a precisely similar 
bill had been reported by a committee of this house) 
moved the reference of the senate bill to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Some conversation followed in which Messrs. 
Underwood, Roosevelt and J. T. Mason, participated. 

When Mr. Underwood withdrew his: motion. 

Mr. Williams, of Mary!and, renewed it. 

And the question being taken, the house refused 
to refer the bill to the committe of the whole or the 
state of the union. 

And the bill was then referred to a select coin- 
mittee, to consist of seven members. 


Anc, on motion of Mr. Lian, the house adjourn- 
ed. 





——— 

Monday, July 26. The speaker announced th 
names of the following gentleman as COMposing the 
select committee ordered to be appointed on Satur. 
day last, on the bill from the, senate in relatioy to 
the census: 

Messrs,,.James W. Williams, Underwood, 4. Run 
dall, Roosevelt, Moore, Chapman and Smith. , 

Mr. Fillmore: moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole, on the state of the 
union for the purpose of resuming the consideratiy, 
of the revenue bill, which motion, by ayes 66, nog, 
60; was agreed to. 

_By general consent, the speaker laid before jh, 
house certain, depositions in the case of the cop, 
tested election from Virginia; which were referred 
i motion of Mr. Gilmer, to the committee on-elec. 
ions. 

A message was received from the senate, through 
Asbury Dickens, esq. secretary of that body, statin, 
that the senate hedlipasted a bill to establish a uni. 
form system of bankruptcy throughout.the Unite, 
States, and asking the concurrence. of this house 
therein, tas 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union (Mr. Cushing, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair), and resumed the coy. 
sideration of the bill in relation to duties and draw. 
backs. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Lawrence, of Pennsylvania,.to amend the first 
section of the bill by including among the articles 
exonerated from the operation thereof the articles 
of ‘tea and coffee.”’ 


Mr. Lawrence addressed the committee briefly iy 
favor of his amendment—yielding the floor for the 
purposes of explanation, successively, to Messrs, 
Warren, Wise, Pickens and Fillmore. 


Mr. Atherton (with a view, he said, of replying 
to remarks made by the chairman of ihe committee 
of ways and means on Saturday last) moved to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

The chairman said that that motion, being equi. 
valent, if it should prevail, to a rejection of the bill, 
would take precedence of all motions to amend. 


Mr. Atherton then addressed the committee at 
great length, chiefly in reply to the calculations and 
estimates submitted by Mr. Fillmore on Saturday 
last, and with a view to show that they did not 
present a proper basis for the action of the house, 
as to the ainount of revenue to be provided, &c. 

Mr. Rhett made some brief explanations in rela- 
tion to his views on the subject of direct taxation. 

Mr. Halsted replied to certain portions of the ar- 
gument of Mr. Atherton. 


The debate was continued at length by Mr. 
Campbell, of S. C. who gave notice of his intention, 
when in order, to move the following amendment: 

“‘And be it further enacted, 'That the secretary of the 
treasury be, and he hereby is, authorised and required 
to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debts or 
sums of money accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, to be collected and paid in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, or treasury notes, or the 
notes of banks which are payable and paid on demand 
in the said legal currency of the Uniied States; and 
that he be also authorised and required to demand of 
the banks respectively, at least once in every ninety 
days, payment in specie ofall balances of their noies 
that may remain in the treasury of the United States. 

“And be u further enacted, ‘That so much of the 20th 
section of the ‘act to provide for the collection, safe- 
keeping, transfer and Robsattenaca of the public reve- 
nue,’ approved July 4th, 1840, as requires ‘that from 
and after the 30th June, 1543, every officer or agenten- 
gaged in making disbursements on aecount of the U. 
States, or of the general post effice, shall make all pay- 
ments in gold and silver only, be and the same is here- 
by repealed.” 

The debate was continued by Mr. Ward and Mr. 
Adams. 

When the chairman gave the floor to Mr. Holmes, 
of S. C. who yielded toa motion that the commit- 
tee rise. 

Whieh motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose, reported progress and obtained leave to sit 
again. And then the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, July 27. Mr. Tomlinson asked leave to 
offer the following resolution, which was read for 
information: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to prepare and re- 
port a bill providing for the following appropriations for 
arrearages, Viz: 

For continuing the breakwater, Plattsburgh, Lake 
Champlain, New York, $6,031 82. 

For continuing the breakwater at Burlington, Lake 
Champlain, Vermout, $424 62. 

(Here follows in the resolution appropriations for va- 
rious roads, harbors, rivers and surveys*in differen! 
sections of the country, to the amount Mf abctit $40 000, 
all of which are for arrearages due prior to 31st March, 
1841, and for expenses incurred for preserving public 
property]. 
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rT. solicited the unanimous consent of the 
pouse to offer this resolution, and explain the ne- 
cessily, es ot and justice of its adoption; but 
objection ing made, the resolution was not re- 
ceive iaderwood asked leave to report a bill pro- 
viding for the repair of the Potomac bridge. Ob- 
jection was made. 


Mr. Briggs moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
OM Levy, of Florida, asked leave at this time to 
offer'a series of resolutions calling for information 
on one of the departments, and which he desired 
might be read for information. Objection was. 


Mr. Levy said that he had waited long for an op- 
portunity to, present these resolutions, affecting, as 
interests of the territory which he re- 

resented. He desired to be informed by the 
The speaker replied, whenever the states had the 
Mr. Barnard asked Mr. Briggs to withdraw his 
motion for the present, in order that the bill from 


United States might be put on its first and second 
reading. : 

Mr. Briggs did not withdraw. 

Mr. Barnard asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to go into committee, which were not or- 
dered. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood: 
ayes 57, noes 56. But no quorum voted. 

Mr. Weller moved a call of the house, which was 
refused, 

But still no quorum voted. 

Mr. Weller moved that the house adjourn. 

Mr. Weller said he would object to any question 
being taken in the absence of a quorum, and asked 
the yea$ and nays on his motion to adjourn, which 
were ordered. 

Atthe request of many members, Mr. Weller 
withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Briggs that the house resolve itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. Briggs 
withdrew that motion. 

Mr. Barnard thereupon moved to take up the se- 
nate bill to establish a uniform system of bankrupt- 
cy throughout the United States. 

Mr. Weller and other members objected, and 
Mr. W. moved that the house resolve itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union; 
on which the yeas and nays were taken, aud were, 
yeas 84, nays 81. 

The house then again resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union (Mr. 
Cushing, of Mass. in the chair), on the bill in rela- 
tion to duties and drawbacks. 

The pending question being om the motion of 
Mr. Atherton, to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill, Mr. Holmes, of S.C. replied at length to 
certain portions of the remarks submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Jdams; and urgently opposed the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. Sergeant spoke with great earnestness and 
power in favor of the passage of the bill; examining 
Hespecially with reference to its bearing upon the 
compromise act, and contending that its provisions, 
whilst they amounted to a repeal of the act of July, 
1352, did not affect or interfere with the provi- 
sions of that compromise act. 

Mr. Gilmer made some remarks in opposition to 
the bill; tor the passage of which, he contended, as 
a ineasure of revenue, (in which light alone he was 
willing now or ever to consider it), there was no 
necessity at this time. In the course of his re- 
marks, Mr. G. took occasion to vindicate his own 
political course from aspersions which, he said, had 
been cast npon it in various quarters. 

Mr. Linn sustained the bill at some length. 

Mr. Underwood followed in some statements and 
arguments (looking to that conclusion, especially 
With reference to the article of tobacco) which, be 
sald, he intended to offer when it would be in order 
for him to do so. He declared himself in favor of 
the passage of the bill, though he said he should 
Vote for it with much greater satisfaction if the 
amendment indicated by him should be adopted.— 
Atthe conclusion of his remarks, Mr. U0. read his 
amendment for information. 

Alter a few brief remarks from Mr. Triplett, also 
Mainly directed to the point of retaliatory duties, 

'. James Irvine obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise. Which motion prevailing, the 
Committee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave lo sit again. 

Che speaker laid before the house a message from 


communication from the secretary of state, on the 
sabject of appropriations required for the ontfit and 
salaries of diplomatic agents of the United States, 
which was read and referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Md. gave notice of an amend- 
ment which he iptended to offer to the revenue biil, 


jand said that, as the amendment was one of some 


detail, he would ask the house to let it be printed. 
Which wasagreed to. A 

On leave given, Mr. Stanly, presented the peti- 
tion of citizens of the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the committee on the said District, 
ard ordered to be printed. 

Petitions were also presented, on leave, by 
Messrs. Cave Johnson, of Tenn. Winthorp, and 
Adams, of Massachusetts. 

The house then adjourned. 


Wednesday, July 28. Petitions were presented, 
by general consent, by Messrs. 4dums, of Mass. 
and Pope, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the house proceed to the 
consideration of the resolution offered by him yes- 
terday, and laid on the table, fixing the time at 
which the revenue bill should be taken out of com- 
mittee. 

Mr. F. now modified the resolution to read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That on I'riday next at 12 o’clock M. all 
debate in committee of the whole on honse bill No. 12 
shall cease, and the committee shall then proceed to 
vote on the amendments then pending, or that may be 
offered to said bill, and the same shall then be reported 
to the house, with such amendments as may have been 
agreed to by the committee: provided, that nothing in 
this resolution shall prevent the committee from report- 
ing the bill to the house at an earlier hour if it shall 
think proper. 

But the mover of any amendment may make a brief 
explanation, to which there may be a_ brief response; 
but no such explanation or response shall exceed ten 
minutes each, and not more than twenty minutes shall 
be given to any one amendment. 

Mr. Lewis Williams objected to the latter part of 
the resolution, as contravening the rules of the 
house. Besides, he wished te know who was to 
determine what a brief explanation was. He mov- 
ed a division on that part of the resolution. 

The speaker said that the last part of the resolu- 
tion certainly came in conflict with, and in fact 
changed the rule of the house. 

Mr. McKay rose and suggested to Mr. Fillmore 
to modify his resolution by striking out Friday and 
inserting Saturday. 

Mr, Fillmore. It so happens, from some cause 
or other, that there were many members frequently 
absent on a Saturday, and I must adhere to Friday, 
so al least as to dispose of the bill this week. | 
move the previous question. 


Mr. Pickens (this being, he said, a very. important 
bill) rnoved a call of the house. But the house re- 
fused to order a call. 

And the speaker being about to put the question 
on seconding the demand for the previous question 
Mr. McKay insisted that he had moved his amend- 
ment before the previous question was called, and 
that, therefore, the question should be taken upon 
it. 

The speaker said he had understood the gentle- 
man not as absolutely moving his amendment, but 
as suggesting it asa modification of the resolution, 
which the gentleman from New York (Mr. Yill- 
more) had declined to accept. 

Much conversation took place as to the question 
of fact; after which, the amendment of Mr. McKay 
was regarded by the house as having been formally 
‘made before the motion was submitted for the pre- 
vious question. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, it was taken, and decided in 
the affirmative: ayes 104, noes 80. Sothere was a 
second, 

And the main question was ordered to be taken; 
which main question was, first, on the amendinent 
Mr. McKay, striking out Friday and inserting Sa- 
turday. 

Mr. Miller, of Missouri, asked the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were: yeas 91, nays 101. So the amendment 
was rejected. 

And the question then recurring on the resolu- 
lion, Mr. Medill asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

And the question ou the adoption of the resolu- 
tion was then taken, and decided in the affirinative, 
yeas 113, nays 83. 

The latter part of the resolution (that which al- 
lows brief explanations of amendinents ) was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Marshall asked the general consent of the 





the president of the United States, transmitting a 


| house at this time to present a petilion praying the 


passage of a uniform bankrupt Jaw; and was under- 
stood te say that, as he should himself vote against 
such a measure, he desired to say a few words in 
explanation. Objected to. 


A message was received from the senate, through 
Asbury Dickins, esq. secretary of that body, stating 
that the senate had passed an act to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘an act to carry into effect the convention 
between Mexico and the United States;”’ and asking 
the concurrence of the house therein. 

Mr. Cushing moved that this bill be put upon its 
first.and second reading, with a view to its refe- 
rence to the committee on foreign affairs. Objec- 
tion was made. 

Mr. McKay moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, 

Mr. Barnard said he would, if in order, move to 
amend the motion so as that the house should first 
take up the business on the speaker’s table. 

Mr. B. said that his object was to reach the bill 
from the senate to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy, in order tbat. he might make a motion 
that it be printed. It would not require more than 
ten minutes to dispose of it. 

The speaker said that this motion would not be 
in order unless the motion of the gentleman from 
ras York (Mr. Barnard) should first be voted 

own. 

And the question being then taken, the motion 
of Mr. McKay, by ayes 100, nees 65, was agreed to. 

So the house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole_on the state of the union (Mr. Cushing, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair) on the billin relation 
to duties and drawbacks. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Atherton, to strike out the enacting clause of thie 
bill, Mr. James Irvine, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and addressed the committee during the bour. 

Mr. I. had not concluded when, the hour having 


elapsed, the chairman interposed, and Mr. I. took 
his seat. 


Mr, Barnard addressed the committee on the ge- 
neral policy and provisions of the bill. 

Mr. Barnard was followed by Mr. Winthrop, who, 
while he admitted that the sum proposed to be rais- 
ed by this bill was not greater, if so great, as would 
be needed, objected to the node of laying the duties, 
as not founded on a sufficient knowledge of the de- 
tails of the subject. - He referred to several state- 
ments from his constituents as proving that con- 
gress did not now possess the adequate information 
toact upon. He could not vote for the bill in its pre- 
sent form, but hoped it would be amended as had 
been proposed by Mr. Barnard, by. substituting a 
direct specific duty on particular articles, such as 
silks, stuff goods, fruits and spices, which he con- 
tended would be within the provisions of the com- 
promise act. 

Mr. W. was followed by .Mr. Randolph, who in- 
dicated his purpose to propose to amend the bill by 
iipposing a duty of 20 per cent. upon rail road iron: 
and to exempt silk plush and soda ash from duty 
altogether. 

Mr. Everett next addressed the committee in a 
speech whose interest drew most of the members 
round him. The committee then rose. 


A message was received from the senate, through 
Asbury Dickens, esq. secretary, stating that that 
body had passed a bill to incorporate the subscribers 
to a fiscal bank of the United States; and asking the 
concurrence of this house therein, 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the bill bad its first 
and second reading, was referred to the committee 
of the whole on thestate of the union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Wise expressed his hope that it would be 
considered at as early a day as possible. 

Mr. Sergeant concurred in this desire. 

Mr. Pickens inquired which bill would have the 
precedence, that from the senate, or the bill which 
had been reported to the house from the coinmittee 
of ways and means? 

The chair replied, that would be for the commit- 
tee of the whole to determine. 

Mr. Pickens knew that: but wished to understand 
which of the two hills the gentleman fiom Pennsyl- 
vania meant to press? 

Mr. Sergeant said, in reply, he should prefer the 
bill from the senate: though hé would not be under- 
stood to say that it might not need some amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Pickens suggested the propriety of referring 
the senate bill in the first place to the committee of 
ways and ineans. 

[Cries of no! no! 

Mr. Ingersoll wished to have the rules suspended 
that petitions on the bankrapt bill might now be 





presented: but before any decision on this motion, 
the house adjourned. 
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fg POSTSCRIPT—Foreicn news. Just as 
this paper was prepared for press, the mail brought 
us accounts of the arrival of the steamer Great Wes- 
tern, at New York on the 29th inst. having left Li- 
verpool on the 14th. 

he tories, or conservatives, have carried the day 
in the elections for parliament. So far as returns 
are received the following is the result: 

England and Wules—entitled to 500 members— 
of which 293 tories, 191 Kiberals are chosen; 2 dou- 
ble returns and 14 yet to be heard from. 

Scotland—entitled to 53 members—19 tories and 
25 liberals elected—13 yet to be heard from. 

Trelund—entitled to 105 members—30 tories and 
32 liberals elected—43 to be heard from. 

Total number of members: of the house 658; of 
tories returned 342; of liberals returned 249. 

Tory gain so far 73—gain of the liberals 36—be- 
ing a tory gain in fact of 37, equivalent to 74 votes 
on a division, compared with the last parliament. 

Sir Robert Peel is to be the new premier. No 
change isto be made before the meeting of the new 
parliament, on the 19th August. 

The most mortifying, and perhaps the most un- 
expected, defeat, sustained by ministers, is. that of 
lords Milton and Morpeth, for the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. 

The agitator, O’Connell, was defeated in Dublin 
by a tory majority of 168 votes; he was, however, 
returned for Meath. 

‘The money inarket is said to be “easy.” Cotton 
sustains its price. The dividends had been paid upon 
all American state stocks exeept those of Indiana. 

We find nothing of interest from the continent. 


CHRONICLE. 

Tur Bee pusiness. Mr. Rice, of Ripley, Erie eoun- 
ty, Pa. has an extensive establishment for keeping 
bees. ‘I'wenty years ago he had one swarm—trom 
which in 12 years, he had 396 swarms. The Erie Ga- 
vette states that they had then beconre so powertul 
that they commenced depredations on the neighboring 
tribes, going out on predatory excursions to the dis- 
tance of two or three miles, much to the annoyance ot 
the unfortunate neighbors. He then killed off a num- 
ber of swarms, and obtained over two tons of honey 
tor the New York market. He has now adopted the 
patent hives for a part of his bees, in which small glass 
drawers are placed in the upper part, with small aper- 
tures for access from the main part of the hive. In 
this way, by drawing the slide the bees can be seen at 
work, and the amount of honey ascertained. When 
filled, the drawet can be removed, and the place sup- 
plied by another, without destroying the industrious 
Insects. 


Boston. Since the publication of last year, 1,923 
nanies of business men have been added to the Direc- 
tory of that city. 


Coat. A deposite - of coal has been ascertained in 
Turkey, extending over a space of about 50 square 
miles, was lately discovered in Anatolia, near the an- 
cient port of Heraclia, in the Black Sea, and about 30 
leagues from the entrance of the Bosphorus. British 
agents and the British minister are urging the porte to 
grant them the right to work the mine for their steam- 
boats, which are about to be placed upon those seas. 


Corton. The number of bales received at Boston 
during the year 1835 was 80,709; in 1836, 82,885; in 
1837, 82,664; in 1838, 96,636; in 1839, 94,350; in 1840, 
136,357; from 1st January to 26th May, 1841, 93,037.— 
It is supposed that the quantity during the year will 
exceed 150,000 bales. 


Deatus. In New Orleans, from Ist to 15th July, only 
165 deaths are reported, in population 100,000. Of the 
number at least 29 were strangers, only twelve were 
occasioned by fever, 21 sudden deaths. Three are 
mentioned as being over 100 years of age, and one a 
case of twins connected exactly like the Siamese twins. 

In New York last week, there were 192 deaths 96 
of them under two years of age. ‘Twenty-nine died 
from consumption, and an equal number from cholera 
infantum. 

General Samuel Dale, one of the bravest of the pio- 
neers of the southwest, died at his residence in Lau- 
derdale count¥, Mississippi, on the 23d April. A wri- 
ter in the Natchez Free Trader relates the following 
incident in his life: , 

“As a scout—a pilot to the emigrants who first blaz- 
ed the path through the Creek nation, from Geergia to 
the Tombigbee, with arms in their hands; and subse- 
quently as a spy among the Spaniards at Pensacola, 
and as a partisan officer during the most sanguinary 
epochs of the late war—present atevery butchery—te- 
iwnarkable for hair breadths’ escapes; for caution and 
coolness in desperate emergencies; for exhibitions ef 
gigantic personal strength and undaunted moral cou- 
rage—his story is studded over with spirit-stirring inei- 
deuts unsurpassed by any thing in legend or history. 
His celebrated canoe fight, where, unaided in the mid- 
dle of the Alabama, then in its spring flood, he fought 
seven warriors with clubbed rifles, and killed them all, 
and rowed to the shore with the corpse of his last anta 
gonist under his feet, would be thought fabulous, if it 
had not. been witnessed by twenty soldiers standing 
near the bank, who not having a boat could reuder him 





Some years ago he was attacked by two warriors, 
to get a drink, and made.a rush at him with their toma- 
hawks. °.He knifed them both, and though bleeding 
from five wounds, he retraced their trail nine miles, 
stealthily to their camp, brained three sleeping war- 
riors, and éut the thongs of a female prisoner who lay 
by their side. While in this act, however, a fourth 
sprang upon him from -behind a log. .T'aken at such 
a copeventn e, and exhausted b - loss of no ~ 
sank under the serpent p of the savage, who wit 
a yell of triumph, drew his knife, and ina a moments 
would have closed the contest. At that instant, how- 
ever, the woman drove a tomahawk deep into the head 
of the Indian, and thus preserved the life of her deli- 
verer.” , 


Excuance. Exchange on London 108 to 108}; on 
Ente 5f. 283 Indiana dollar bonds, $11,000, sold at 
ew York ou the 26th, at 57. Domestic exchange as 
heretofore. , 


Fisca BANK. The vote in the U.S. senate upon the 
passage of the bill reported by Mr. Cuay, for establish- 
ing a fiscal bank, will be found amongst the proceed- 
ings of that body, in this number—page 349. 


Fortifications. “The best fortifications of - our 
country, is the navy—meeting houses—and public 
schools.” 


Friour. Price at Baltimore $5 624a$5 75; at Phila- 
delphia $5 375a$5 50. The New York Tribune says: 
“44.200 barrels of flour and 9,899 bushels of wheat 
were delivered from the Erie canal at this end Gunns 
the third week in July. ‘The tolls collected at: Al- 
bens were $7,366 21; last year, $6,350 10; increase 


Gipsy WEDDING IN Span. ‘Throughout the day there 
was nothing going on but singing, drinking, feastin 
and dancing; but the most singular part of the festiva 
was reserved for the dark night. Nearly a ton of 
sweetmeats had been prepared, at an enormous ex- 
pense, not for the gratification of the palate, but for a 
purpose purely gipsy. ‘These sweetmeats, of all kinds 
and of all forms, but principally yemas, or yolks of 
eggs prepared with acrust of sugar (a delicious bonne 
bouohe) were strewn on the floor of a large room at least 
to the depth of three inches. Into this room, at a given 
signal. tripped the bride and bridegroom, dancing ro- 
molis, followed amain by all the gitanos and_ gitanas 
dancing rumalis. ‘l'o convey a slight idea of the scene 
is almost beyond the power of words. In a few mi- 
nutes the sweetmeats were reduced to a powder, or 
rather to a mud, and the dancers were soiled to the 
knees, with sugar, fruits and yolks ofeggs. Still more 
terrific became the lunatic merriment. The men 
sprang high into the air, neighed, brayed and crowed; 
whilst the gitanas snapped their fingers in their own 
fashion, louder than castanets, distorting their forms 
into all kinds of obscene attitades, and uttering words 
to repeat which were an abomination. In the corner 
of the apartment capered the while Sebastianilla, a 
convict gipsy from Melilla, strumming the guitar most 
furiously, and preducing demoniacal sounds which 
had some resemblance to Malbrun (Malbrook) and as 
he strummed, repeating at intervals the gipsy modifica- 
tion of the song. 

[Mr. Borrows’ account of the gipsies of Spain. 


InDIAN BALL PLAY. The Red River Republican 
says: ‘We understand that a ball.play lately came off 
near the Calcasieu, in this.parish, between the Bulexe 
and Choctaw Indians. ‘The parties bet every thing 
they were possessed of in the world, saddles, bridles 
and deen in the clothing on their backs, including their 
shirts. The Choctaws proved triumphant, and their 
Opponents surrendered them every thing they had, and 
went home naked. While the play was going on, the 
squaws got to betting among themselves, and the_ Bu- 
lexe squaws soon found themselves in the same fix as 
their lords.” 


Jupersurp. The hon. Peleg Sprague took his seat 
on the bench of the U. S. district court, at Boston, on 
Saturday, having been appointed successor to judge 
Davis, resigned. 


Tue Mernopist CLERGY IN Ropes. The New York 
Express remarks that a large and influential portion of 
the Wesleyan Methodist clergy in England, are in fa- 
vor of wearing sacerdotal robes. It is stated in a Ha- 
lifax paper that the rev. Mr. Bunting, an English Wes- 
leyan Methodist, lately appeared in full robes, similar 
to those worn by the Episcopal clergy, as also another 
gentleman of that church, the ladies of whose church 
had presented him with a full suit; and in addition, the 
London Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for last month 
is embellished with a portrait of the rev. Mathew 
Richey, Wesleyan missicnary at Toronto, Canada, in 
full robes and collar. 


Passencers. Three thousand three hundred and 
thirteen passengers arrived at New York from foreign 
ports, from the 11th to the 24th instant 


Postmasters. “Office hunters, tally ho! hark, for- 
ward!’ The post office at Iola, Florida, is minus a 
postmaster, the late incumbent, weary of official re- 
sponsibilities, having resigned and sloped, though 
without suspicion of having Swartwouted with the 
ublic moneys. For the information of applicants, the 
St. Joseph Times states that the gross. profits of the 














no aseistance 


office for the last quarter, amount to thesum of $2 873 


who shouted thetr war whoop as he was kneeling down. 





a 
The duties are light, the postmaster being required 1 
set up only four nights in the week, to receive and iy 
sort the mails which arrive between the hours of on, 
and four, A. M. N. B—Lights to be purchased out 
of the profits of office.. 


Joun Raypowru’s wit again. The late John Rap. 
dolph, by one of liis wills, (the one which was estab. 
lished, as between the various legatees, claiming unde, 
all the wills found) emancipated all his slaves, some 
three or four hundred, whose labor is said to be wor) 
$10,000. It. is now said that the execution of this i 
is suspended, because Mr. Beverly- Tucker, who was 
not a-party to that contest, now comes forward as hei; 
at law, to overset-all wills; and that he is now engas. 
ed in endeavoring to eflect this object, by a suit of 
chancery. 


_ Saravoca springs. Arrivals during the week end. 
ing 23d inst. 1,446 by rail roads, and about 2,000 by 
other conveyances. ° 


THE springs. Hard as the times seem to be in the 
moneyed world, the “invalids. and_pleasure-seekers” 
are coming into the mountains pt tsi At the White 
Pape springs there are now about three hundred, 
an memes Sata The number at the Blue Suiphu; 
are about one hundred. At the other springs the num. 
ber is increasing every day. 

[Lewisburg (Vir.) Whig. 

Suiprine. The number of vessels, (exclusive of 
schooners and sloops), at present belonging to the port 
of Philadelphia, is 141, viz: 39 ships, 27 barques, 4| 
eh 4 and 3¢ brigantines. 

n 1512 there were 95 vessels of all kinds belonging 
to Providence, R. I. aggregate tonnage 14,114, of those, 
the brig Governor Hopkins, is stated to be the only one 
now afloat. 


SLAVE casE. Rose, a colored girl from Mobile, was 
brought befure the supreme judicial court at Boston oy 
the 24th instant, on habeas corpus, having came to {ha 
city in the service of a Mr. Ticknor, from Mobile. 
Those who sued out the writ contended that she was 
not old enough to judge for herself whether to go free 
or stay with Mr. icknor, but the judges held that no 
one was so capable of judging in that matter ‘as her. 
self. She perferred the latter and the writ was there- 
upon dismissed. [ Sun. 


Sreep. It isa striking illustration of the speed with 
which dispatches are pow transmitted, that the news 
by the Caledonia was published in the next mornminz 
papers which were issued after her arrival, in all the 
Atlantic cities from Boston to Baltimore, a distance of 
over four hundred miles. 


STeaMERS. The Boston Post says it is confidently 
reported that the keels of feur or five government 
steamers will be laid immediately, viz: two at Charies- 
town, one at New York, and one at Philadelphia. 

The Great Western reached England on the 3d July. 

The Germ. Lieut. Hunter’s new experimental boat, 
has been exhibited on the Delaware, amd elicited much 
commendation at Philadelphia. It was to proceed to 
New York in a few days. 


STEAM REVENUE CUTTER. A communication has 
been made to the secretary of the treasury, signed by 
the presidents of the Boston insurance companies, and 
many of her most active and influential merchants re- 
questing the substitution of a steam vessel, of suitable 
size and miodel, for the revenue cuiter of the ordinary 
construction, which is now attached to that station.— 
Great advantages would result from this change, in 
giving prompt relief to vessels in distress, and affording 
aa meaus uf saving much property aad many valuable 
ives. 


_Topacco. Highest price yet! The Lynchburg Virgi- 
nian says, Messrs. Holcombe & Otey sold a fine ma- 
nufacturing hhd. of tobacco made by Z. Petty, esq. of 
Hallifax, tor $254. 


Vienna The population of Vienna amounted in 
1840, to 357,927. | 


Wueat in the Baltimore market 123a130 for prime 
white—118a125 for red. 


YANKEE ENTERPRISE. The Fall River Archetype 
tells the following story: “Captain Thomas Sanford, 
whois in his seventieth year, in the little sloop Morn- 
ing Star, of thirty tons, left this port on the 29th of las! 
May, for the port of Harbor Island, West Indies, and 
made land at the Hole in the Wall, on Abaco, in nine 
days; after which, for six days, it rained and was £9 
thick neither sun, moon nor stars, Were to be secil- 
On the 19:h of June he left Abaco, for Powel’s point, 
Kletheura, or Hetera, where he arrived on the evening 
of the twentieth. The next day, 2Ist, he loaded with 
fruit, such as- pine apples, limes, oranges, and sailed 
for this port on the following morning. He arrived 
here the 3d instant, having been absent thirty-five days: 
having sailed, out and back, 2,800 miles. hen ca 
tain Sanford projected his voyage, he stated that fe 
was going to the West Indies after a load of fruit to 
sell here on the fourth of July. The statement was 
regarded as so incredible, that many bets were taken 
that he would not return by the fourth. He had’ but 
two hands with him, and the whole voyage was pe! 
formed without a pen being put to paper for any pul" 
pose. His reckoning was kept with a piece of chalk 
in the bottom of his quadrant case.” 


YELLOW FEVER is now prevalent at Tallahassee, 
Florida, and very fatal in its attacks—a number of the 
first citizens have tallen victims. 
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